
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VERY IMPORTANT - Covid Test Results 

Please can you inform the school if you have a Covid test resulting in a 

positive outcome over the Christmas break. Please email the results into 

administrator@gresham.croydon.sch.uk.  This will help to keep our community 

safe. 

Please regularly check your emails over the Christmas period as the school is 

responsible for alerting any close contacts. 

 

Beginning of Term 

We return on Tuesday 5th January 2021. Monday 4th is an inset day. 

 

Crib Service – All Saints Church 

All Saints are having a crib service on the 24th at 5pm for a 5.05pm start. The 

service is short and child centred with lots of carols. It is a video premiere and 

we are trying to get as many families watching together at the same time as 

possible. 

Here is the link https://youtu.be/nLqvWSWPVAI 

 

Mental health support for the holidays 

Please find attached details of various support lines that will be available 

over the Christmas period. We appreciate that some of these resources are 

for older children, but know that many of our families have secondary school 

age children and may find this helpful. 
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Whole school attendance 

95.1% 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Highest attending class 

Year 3 98.7%  

Well done 
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·        Off the Record is able to support young people aged 11-25 

·        Croydon Crisis helplines are for children, young people, and families 

·        The Schools document includes details of Kooth, an online 

counselling service for young people 11-22, as well as other helplines 

including the NHS crisis line where you can get support from a mental 

health professional. 

 

Franklin and Maya 

We would like tell you about two of our children 

who have been helping those less fortunate than 

themselves. 

After a trip to London and seeing the homeless 

sleeping on the streets, Franklin decided to do 

something about it.  He bought sweets with his 

pocket money and set up a sweet stall outside his 

house. So far, he has raised £300. With this, he will 

go to charity shops and buy jumpers, coats and 

warm socks, once covid allows him to. 

Maya has been 

helping to do a food 

bank shop for the 

Purley Food Hub. She 

and her cousin 

patiently scanned, counted and navigated the 

Tesco store with a huge shopping list. The 

children and adults in her friends’ circle, 

contributed to £200 to pay for the shopping. 

There was not a single complaint for being 

woken up early on a Sunday and waiting in the 

rain to try and miss the crowds.  

We are extremely proud of both Maya and 

Franklin. 

 

 

 

 

Progress and achievement this term 

We don't often talk about data at Gresham, but we thought our families 

would like to hear about the children's successes this term. The phonics 

screening check (which would normally be taken in the summer term of Year 

1) was taken by the class this term. We are very proud of the astounding pass 

rate - a Gresham record-breaking percentage. This will likely be very high 



compared to the national figure. Our whole school autumn term assessment 

across the school also shows massive gains, with many children making 

exceptional progress and making up on any lost learning time. The children 

returned to school with such a positive attitude, ready to learn and have 

worked so hard. We cannot begin to express how proud we are that our 

Gresham pupils continue to succeed in the face of adversity. They, and the 

staff who have worked so hard to get learning and the love of learning back 

on track so magnificently are truly inspirational. A big thank you to all our 

parents/carers who have also no doubt contributed to our pupils' success. 

 

A Big Thank You  

A big thank you for all the Christmas cards, gifts and well wishes we have 

received at school. We really appreciate your generosity at this difficult time. 

 

 

 

 

Parents Association News 

 
PA News 

 

Please see our attached newsletter featuring all the events over the last term.  Huge thanks to all the 

parents, carers and teaching staff for taking part and contributing, especially in these strange and 

difficult times.  We hope our events have brought a bit of cheer to you and your families and we wish 

you a happy holiday season! 

 

 

Bauble Competition 

Once again, we were amazed at the fantastic talent of our Gresham children.  It was a very difficult 

decision to pick just one winner from each class, we were very impressed by the originality of some of 

the decorations - thank you all for entering!  The winners are attached - congratulations to you! 

 

Gift Amnesty 

We hope to have another donations day in the New Year.  If you have any unwanted gifts or items you 

would like to donate, please hold onto them until after the Christmas break.  We will set a date during 

the next term for collection.   

 

Join us and help make a difference! 

Over the last few years, the PA members’ numbers have dwindled as active parent members have left 

with their children and not been replaced.  We would really welcome new or existing parents/carers 

with younger children, who would like to be more involved in enriching the school community. 

 

We’re a small group of mums and dads working together to benefit our school which is desperately 

underfunded and relies heavily on PA contributions.  We are all working parents and none of us are 

specialists at fundraising but we all have different skills that we pull together to produce events 

throughout the year. 

 



In addition to committee members, over the course of the year we will be looking for specific roles to 

be filled, the first of which is below. 

 

Easyfundraising Co-ordinator (around 30 minutes per week) 

We are looking for someone to look after the promotion of easy fundraising.  This would involve 

staying on top of the website’s PR/marketing tools and promoting any offers they may be running e.g. 

double points weeks or seasonal offers in the newsletter, Facebook page etc. 

You would be the ‘go to’ person for anyone struggling to set themselves up and responsible for 

promoting to Reception parents each year in particular.   

 

If you would like more information on this role, the work of the PA or have any suggestions, opinions 

or ideas, please email greshamschoolpa@gmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you! 

 

Ann and Caren  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter. 

Have a lovely weekend 
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