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Overview of the Questions for each Year 
Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 1  
What does it mean 
to belong?

Why are we thankful?
What places make you 
feel you belong?

Who is important to 
you?

Which stories are 
important to you?

Why do people 
celebrate?

How do you know 
you belong?

Year 2  
What is Important 
to People?

What do some people 
believe about God?

How do people 
celebrate good over 
evil?

Who do you talk to if 
you need some help?

Why are some 
books special?

How do you show 
someone is important?

What is special?

Year 3  
What do different 
people believe 
about God?

How do different people describe God? What does it mean to be an inspiring leader? How do people communicate with God?

Year 4  
How is my 
community special 
to me?

How do I show I’m part of a community? How do communities celebrate?
Why are places of worship important to 
communities?

Year 5  
Why Should we care 
for our World?

What are the ways community’s care? In what ways are people judged? What do Humanists believe?

Year 6  
What do we need 
on Life’s journey?

How do we change through life’s journey? How does a community work? Why do people go on pilgrimages?

Year 7  
How do I see myself 
in the world?

How do people gain their identity? What do Hindus believe and practise? Why is community cohesion important?

Year 8  
What role does 
belief play in our 
world?

Jesus Christ - Man or Miracle?
How do people respond to environmental 
issues?

Who has made a difference in the world?

Year 9  
Are Humans equally 
Special?

Why do we remember? Is it wrong to be rich? What are the 5 pillars of Islam?

YEAR 4
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KS2 Adaptive Teaching ideas
YEAR 4

Sensitivities 
•	 Some concepts may still be abstract and 

new ones may add to the cognitive overload. 

•	 Children may be more familiar with their own 

‘self’ and ideas related to themselves and family 

•	 Recording / writing may still be difficult- 

consider this at the outset for success 

•	 For some SEND children, learning questions 

may still be able to be answered but how this 

is achieved may look different. 

•	 Some children may have expert knowledge 

if learning relates to them. Plan for this to 

enable them success 

•	 Consider any sensory issues 

•	 Some children will require parallel activities 

not within these adaptations 

•	 When assessing, give children a chance to show 

what they know using alternative materials/ 

means or provision where necessary.

Adaptations for including 
children in discussions
•	 Pair children according to need 

•	 Use ‘think, pair share’ to allow children time 

to think, discuss their ideas 

•	 Plan questions in advance. Consider 

using blanks level questions (select type 

depending on need) 

•	 Consider allocating roles in a discussion to 

keep children focused. 

•	 Plan carefully for transition times between 

discussions. Prepare children for this using 

visual prompts or warnings. 

•	 Where needed, adults to have visual 

prompts with child/ children they are 

working with as well as class teacher.

Strategies
•	 Use videos and real-life experiences (photos 

of children in your class). Use other children 

as experts. 

•	 Use real objects allowing children to handle 

(where possible)

•	 Use simplified language when discussing 

ideas/concepts

•	  Begin to reflect on prior learning to make 

links and connections. 

•	 Consider how writing may be a barrier 

to success and plan independent tasks 

carefully. Identify the ‘RE learning’ you want 

to take place and plan activities for success. 

•	 Make use of workshops/ visits/ visitors 

where possible. 

•	 Use pictures and symbols to make Learning 

Questions clear and visual. 

•	  Try and ensure tasks are interesting and 

engaging and incorporate a wide range 

of leaners needs ( visual, kinaesthetic, 

multisensory for example) 

•	 Teach in small chunks . All learning questions 

may not be achieved in each lesson.

Adapted outcomes 
•	 Use some key vocabulary functionally 

•	 May be able to discuss things that they have 

experience of related to themselves. 

•	 Identify objects and artefacts using pictures/ 

continual visual aids as a prompt 

•	 Take part in some activities which support 

learning 

•	 Unable to relate to abstract concepts such as 

faith, friendship, belief 

•	 Unable to transcribe at a level which reflects 

their understanding 

•	 Learning should remaining challenging but 

adaptions should be made (where needed) 

to make outcomes achievable 

•	 Verbal feedback should be considered where 

understanding might be a challenge 

•	 Take into account children’s variety of 

responses (verbal, group work) when 

assessing against any learning criteria.

Teaching Vocabulary
•	 Select essential vocabulary for children to 

learn 

•	 Where possible, pre teach vocabulary and 

revisit where possible 

•	 Have vocabulary accompanied by an image, 

displayed around the class. Consider using 

real images as opposed to cartoons 

•	 Teach new words in context. 

•	 Play games to reinforce learning of a new 

word in a fun way. 

•	 Use word trees to build vocabulary and 

reinforce over time. 

•	 Use mind maps to revisit prior learning and 

connect ideas and concepts 

•	 Use word mats which show key vocabulary 

with pictures. Try and keep the pictures used 

consistent with those used in any teaching 

or resource. 

•	 Label resources to support.

Adaptive teaching 
•	 Consider ICT, for children to create 

presentations etc as an alternative to writing 

•	 Adapt how children show understanding– 

discussion/ drawing/ annotations etc. 

•	 Avoid using lots of different types of questions 

during discussions 

•	 Use pictures/images on resources as a prompt. 

•	 Incorporate drama/ roleplay/art where 

appropriate 

•	 Use a range of mixed peers/ near peers and 

group tasks as well as individual tasks 

•	 Where possible, use local references and 

photos of things they may be familiar with

•	  Pupil made videos to show learning for some 

children where writing is a barrier.

Further help
•	 Including children with SEN in RE

•	 Including pupils with SEN and/or disabilities 

in primary RE (ioe.ac.uk)

•	 For a range of games/ clips LGfL Home

•	  LGFL BBC Bitesize for clips Blanks level s of 

questioning BBC teach.
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How do  
communities celebrate?

Why are places of worship  
important to communities?

How do I show I am  
part of a community?

YEAR 4

HT3T2

HT3T1

HT3T3

Year 4 Roadmap - Big Question 
How is my community special to me?
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YEAR 1
 
 

How do I show I’m part of a community?

YEAR 4

What a child needs to know and 
remember by the end of the unit:

•	That members of faith groups follow 

guidelines set out in their religious books 

and writings.

•	That members of different religions 

believe it is important to follow the 

guidelines for their community.

•	Members of different religions follow the 

guidelines because they believe it is what 

God requires of them.

What a child should be able to do: 

(Assessment)

•	Know that the religions they have studied 
have rules for the believers to follow.

•	Be able to outline the rules each religion 
follows.

•	To explain why many religions have rules.

Sensitivities
Different communities 

demonstrate 
community in slightly 

different ways

 
Questions  

to consider:
(each question can take up to 2 lessons 

except for 1st and last) 

What helps us to make the right choices and live a 
good life?

What is the meaning behind the 5 precepts for 
Buddhists?

Why is the Noble eightfold path important to Buddhists?

Why are the 5 Pillars of Islam significant to so many 
Muslims?

What is the Symbolism of the 5k’s of Sikhism? 

How do the 10 commandments give a sense of 
belonging for Christians and Jewish people?

Bringing it all together: What 
similarities and differences?

British Values 
Addressed

Rule of law

School Values 
Addressed

Respect 

Core 
Concept

Each Religion has 
rules they follow to 
keep them focussed 

and closer to 
God

AT2
How do we 

show we belong 
to a group? Why do 

people fast, wear 
distinctive dress, 

follow certain 

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Eightfold

•	Precept

•	Khalsa

Key words:

•	Community

•	Noble

•	Symbolism

•	Commandment

Prior knowledge
•	5 Pillars of Islam Y1&Y3

Year 4 - Autumn Term - How is my community special to me? 
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What helps us to 
make the right 
choices and live 
a good life?

To understand that society cannot 
work without some rules.

All communities have rules to live by.

•	 How does it feel to be part 
of a group?

•	 What do we use to guide 
us?

•	 What is the purpose of 
rules?

•	 Why do we follow them?

•	 What do we use to remind 
us to follow these?

•	 Why are rules important

Discuss what would happen if we 
didn’t have rules

Think of the class rules, are they 
important to everyone?

where do the rules for living in the 
community come from?

List the people that help make rules for 
us to live together.

Give examples of things that make you 
happy or Sad. Does having a ‘code’ to 
live by help to keep us happy?

Community

What is the 
meaning behind 
the 5 precepts 
for Buddhists?

5 Precepts (Think of as a training 
principle)

Refrain from taking life. Not killing any 
living being. ...

Refrain from taking what is not given. 
Not stealing from anyone.

Refrain from the misuse of the senses. 
Not having too much sensual pleasure. 
...

Refrain from wrong speech. ...

Refrain from intoxicants that cloud the 
mind.

•	 How are the 5 precepts 
similar to what you 
believe?

•	 Why might these things 
be important to Buddhist?

•	 While Buddhists do not 
believe in a God how are 
these precepts similar to 
other religions?

•	 What is Karma?

Ask pupils to order these precepts 
according to which they feel are the 
most important and explain why? 
Does everyone hold the same value 
for each precept?

Give various scenarios thinking 
of the consequences for each i.e. 
borrowing a book and giving it back 
broken. Being late for a trip and not 
being able to go…

Make a list of your own 5 important 
rules to be a good human

Precept

Principle

Misuse

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do I show I’m part of a community?
Year 4 - Autumn Term



9

Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Why is the 
Noble eightfold 
path important 
to Buddhists?

Noble Eightfold Path (Watering the 
seeds of happiness)

Right Thought

Right Understanding

Right Speech

Right Actions

Right Livelihood

Right Effort

Right Mindfulness

Right Concentration

•	 The Buddha thought 
of these as a path to 
enlightenment do you 
agree it is a path to 
follow?

Go through the Noble eightfold 
path with pupils- do they 
understand each step?

Sort the Rights into 3 groups- 

Wisdom

Morality/Ethics

Concentration

Draw examples to illustrate the path

Select one and explore in detail- eg 
Right Living think of 5 jobs you could 
do to show this and think of jobs that 
should be avoided.

Noble eightfold 
Path

Mindfulness

livelihood

Why are the 5 
Pillars of Islam 
significant to so 
many Muslims?

5 Pillars

Profession of Faith (Shahada). The 
belief that “There is no god but God, 
and Muhammed  is the Messenger of 
God” is central to Islam. ... TAUGHT IN 
YEAR 3

Prayer (salah). Muslims pray facing 
Mecca five times a day: at dawn, noon, 
mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark. 
... MORE DETAIL IN UNIT OF “How do 
people communicate with God”

Alms (zakat). ...

Fasting (sawm). ...

Pilgrimage (hajj). TAUGHT IN MORE 
DETAIL in Year 6 unit

•	 What is a Pillar? 

•	 Why are they important?

•	 What does it mean to 
give?

•	 Why do people fast and 
what does that mean?

Look at pictures of the 5 pillars of 
Islam. 

Talk briefly about what each pillar 
stands for

Watch the video

Practical using pillars of some sort 
(rolled paper, Lego, etc. Hold a couple 
of books. What happens when you 
slowly remove some of the base? 
Doesn’t hold as much isn’t as strong. 
How is this significant to the |Muslim 
faith?

5 Pillars activity in resources

The 5 Pillars of Islam - BBC Teach

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/articles/zvvvp4j

Shahadah

Salah

Zakat

Sawm

Hajj

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do I show I’m part of a community?
Year 4 - Autumn Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zvvvp4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zvvvp4j
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is the 
Symbolism 
of the 5k’s of 
Sikhism? 

A Sikh member of the Khalsa (initiated 
into the community of Sikhs) wears the 
5K’s to show they belong.

Kesh: The word means simply “hair” 
and as a Sikh vow refers to uncut hair. 
This is why a Sikh will wear a turban- to 
keep the long hair tidy

Kirpan: A short sword or knife.

Kara: A steel wristband.

Kangha: A wooden comb worn in the 
hair knot.

Kachera: Shorts, worn as an 
undergarment

Members of the Khalsa take the name 
Singh for men and women are called 
Kaur

•	 What symbols do we 
wear to show we belong 
to a group? Why are they 
important?

•	 How might a Sikh still 
show they belong if they 
couldn’t by law wear a 
Kirpan?

•	 Do other faiths or beliefs 
have symbolic dress?

Discuss what pupils wear to show 
they belong eg school uniform, 
uniform for Brownies/cubs etc

The Sikh 5 Ks are like a uniform 
in some ways: but they express 
beliefs. After pupils have seen the 
video below ask them to connect 
up Sikh beliefs to the different items 
Khalsa Sikhs wear:

1. God has no end, no beginning and 
we are all connected to God.2. It’s 
good to be modest.3. Only fight to 
defend the weak.4. God gives us 
gifts, and we should accept them 
thankfully.5. Neat and tidy, clean 
and calm, that is how to come to 
God.

Ask pupils if they agree or disagree 
with these beliefs. You could start 
a class discussion about how the 
symbolic dress of the 5 Ks is linked 
to deep beliefs. What deep beliefs 
do pupils express through what 
they do?

Ask pupils if they agree or disagree 
with these beliefs have a discussion on 
how the symbolic dress of the 5 Ks is 
linked to deep beliefs.

What deep beliefs do pupils express 
through what they do?

Look at the 5 Ks  (available from St 
James the Great Thornton Heath)

Religious Studies KS2: The Five Ks of 
Sikhism - BBC Teach

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/articles/znbhf4j

Khalsa

Kesh

Kirpan

Kara

Kangha

Kachera

Initiation

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do I show I’m part of a community?
Year 4 - Autumn Term
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

How do the 10 
commandments 
give a sense of 
belonging for 
Christian and 
Jewish people?

The 10 commandments were given to 
Moses they are written in the Torah 
and also in the Bible. Jesus followed 
the 10 commandments and then gave 
Disciples a further commandment to 
love one another.

•	 Why do you think the 
10 commandments 
are followed by 
people from two 
different religions?

The 10 Commandments 
make the basis of the Laws 
in Great Britain. Do they link 
to the British Values looked 
at in week

How can we make rules more positive 
and desirable to follow i.e. don’t run! 
=Please walk. No hitting= Use kind 
hands and feet

Can you write the 10 commandments 
as positive injunctions without saying 
Do Not?

Commandments

Torah

Bringing it all 
together

What similarities 
and differences?

What are the similarities between the 
rules for different communities you 
have looked at?

•	 How do I show I am 
part of a community?

Discuss what has been 
learned, have they learned 
anything new. 

Are there noticeable 
similarities or differences 
between the rules and ways 
to show community that we 
have looked at?

Design a logo or uniform or badge to 
show that you belong to your school

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do I show I’m part of a community?
Year 4 - Autumn Term
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Glossary
YEAR 4

Noble eightfold Path The middle way - an approach to eradicating suffering

Precept To regulate behaviour or thought

Shahadah
Salah
Zakat
Sawm
Hajj

The Five Pillars of Islam
Zakat is charitable giving and Sawm is fasting

Khalsa The community of initiated Sikhs the actual meaning is ‘Pure’

Kesh
Kirpan
Kara
Kangha
Kachera

Kesh to keep hair tidy
Kirpan a ceremonial sword
Kara a silver braclet put on and never taken off
Khanga small wooden comb
Kachera an undergarment introduced by Guru Gobind Singh

How do I show I’m part of a community?
Year 4 - Autumn Term
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 4

•	Know that the religions they have studied have 
rules for the believers to follow.

•	Be able to outline the rules each religion follows.

•	To explain why many religions have rules.



14

Spring Term:  
How do communities  
celebrate?

YEAR 4

The festivals of Rosh Hashanah and Bandi 
Chor are festivals that fall in the Autumn 
Term. However, they are included in this 
Spring unit on why do people celebrate. 
Ramadan and Eid move backwards through 
the year and will take place in the Spring 
term for several years from 2024.
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YEAR 1
 
 

How do communities celebrate?

YEAR 4

What a child needs to know and 
remember by the end of the unit:

•	That faith communities have celebrations 

for a number of reasons

•	That celebrating a festival with others 

strengthens a community

•	That Easter is the most important 

Christian festival.

What a child should be able to do: 
(Assessment)

•	Talk about different celebrations that 
people of different faiths take part in.

•	Understand how taking part can 
strengthen the feeling of community.

Background knowledge for teachers:

•	Navratri and Bandi Chor and Rosh 
Hashanah are celebrated in the Autumn

•	Holi, Baisakhi and Easter are Spring 
festivals

•	Ramadan and Eid celebrations move 
backwards through the year by 12 days 
each year.

•	Many of these festival dates are dictated 
by the movement/sighting of the moon

Sensitivities
Different communities 

demonstrate 
community in slightly 

different ways

 
Questions  

to consider:
What is a celebration? Why do we Celebrate?

What happens at Ramadan and who takes part?

What is Eid-ul-Fitr?

Why is Holi an important festival for Hindus?

What is the Festival of Rosh Hashanah?

What is Bandi Chor and what does it celebrate?

What happens at the festival of Baisakhi?

 Why is Wesak an important celebration to Buddhists?

Why is Navratri an important festival for  
Hindu people? What is Pesach?  

Why is it significant to Jewish people?

Why is the Holy week of Easter a  
significant time for Christians?

What have we found out about  
festivals and celebrations?

British Values 
Addressed

Respect for others

Tolerance 

School Values 
Addressed

Kindness

Respect 

Core 
Concept
Belonging, 

celebration and 
commitment.

AT2
What is a celebration? 
What do we gain from 

holding a festival? What 
do you do when it is a 
celebration or festival 
time? How have you 

remembered a special 
time?

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Ramadan, Eid-ul-Fitr, Holi, , 
Holy Week, Passover, Pesach, 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, 
Amritsar, Bandi Chor, Vaisakhi, 
Wesak

Key words:

•	Celebration 

•	Community 

•	Festival

Prior knowledge
•	People of faith have 

special festivals/

Year 4 - Spring Term - How is my community special to me? 
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is a 
celebration?

Why do we 
Celebrate?

Celebrations are held by all humans for 
marking a special event or happening

•	 What is a celebration/
Festival?

•	 What do you celebrate?

•	 Why do we celebrate 
different events?

•	 How does celebrating 
make you feel part of a 
community?

Discuss the questions.

Talk about community celebrations 
and how they make people feel.

Draw a spider diagram of the 
communities you belong to and how 
you show your connection.

Put in the annual celebrations you join 
in with

What happens 
in Ramadan and 
who takes part?

Ramadan is the ninth lunar month of 
the Islamic calendar. Ramadan starts 
on a slightly different date every 
year, depending on the position of 
the moon.  During Ramadan, Muslims 
should not eat or drink between 
sunrise and sunset. Fasting (sawm) 
is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. 
Children, ladies who are pregnant and 
people who are ill or elderly do not 
have to fast. Ramadan usually lasts for 
30 days, but it can also be 29 days. 
Time for prayer and good deeds. 
Ramadan is a time for re-devoting 
yourself to God. Muslims have 2 meals 
just before dawn (SUHOOR) and one 
directly after sunset (IFTAR) Time for 
prayer and good deeds

•	 Does fasting make us 
stronger?

•	 What does it mean to be 
disciplined?

•	 What makes it hard to go 
without something?

•	 What would you find 
difficult to give up?

•	 Is this similar to the 
Christian celebration of 
Lent?

Consider the questions and discuss

Discuss the importance of Sawm 
(Fasting) one of the 5 Pillars of 
Islam.

Discuss the challenges facing 
Muslims at work and school during 
Ramadan

Draw/write about something you would 
give up and discuss how it would make 
you feel to give up something for that 
long? 

Write an explanation of why Sawm is 
so important to Muslims

What is Ramadan and when does 
Ramadan happen? - BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zpdtsbk/articles/zjc2bdm

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
newsround/23286976 

Commitment

Ramadan

Discipline

Sawm

fasting

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpdtsbk/articles/zjc2bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpdtsbk/articles/zjc2bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976  


17

Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is Eid  
ul-Fitr?

 

Celebrated by Muslims when Ramadan 
finishes

Falls on the first day of Shawwal in the 
Islamic calendar which is different by 
19 days yearly.

•	 How would you feel at the 
end of giving something 
up for 30 days?

•	 What would you do?

Why do people go to special places 
to worship? 

How do you show commitment to 
your friends and family?

What do you do when it is a 
celebration or festival time? How 
have you remembered a special 
time?

Design a leaflet explaining what 
happens during Ramadan

Investigate a range of Id cards to 
identify common practices - what is 
important about these cards? 

Ramadan and Eid - BBC Teach: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/
articles/z7bt7yc

Noble eightfold 
Path

Mindfulness

livelihood

Why is Holi 
an important 
festival for 
Hindus?

Celebrated in March and marks the 
beginning of spring, new life. Coloured 
powder and water are thrown at each 
other

2-day festival that began in India

Celebrates the Hindu God Krishna 
and the Legend of Holika and Prahlad 
(symbolizes good overcoming evil)

•	 What Hindu celebration 
do you already know 
about? Diwali (ks1)

Recap Diwali briefly.

Show the video.

Tell the story of Holika and Prahlad

(in the resources tab)

It is said the spirit of Holi 
encourages the feeling of 
brotherhood in society and even 
enemies turn friends on this day. 
People of all communities and even 
differing religions participate in this 
joyous and colourful festival and 
in doing so strengthen the secular 
fabric of the nation.

Do some art activities with colourful 
paints.

How can colour express religious 
feelings and ideas? Look at how 
colour is used by different faiths to 
express religious feelings and ideas: for 
example, in stained glass windows or 
Buddhist mandalas.

Look at examples of Indian artefacts, 
Krishna is always represented with 
blue skin and other deities are very 
colourful. 

Mix powder paints with students and 
paint pictures of bonfires or of people 
with painted faces. 

Holi - BBC Teach: https://www.bbc.
co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/
zqxtqfr

Story connected with Holi in Resources 

Holi

Mandala 

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z7bt7yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z7bt7yc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z7bt7yc
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zqxtqfr
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zqxtqfr
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zqxtqfr
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is the 
Festival of Rosh 
Hashanah?

Means “Head of the year” Jewish New 
year follow the Hebrew calendar 2 days 
long in September

Symbolises the creation of the world 
and marks making a fresh start

People reflect on the past year and ask 
for forgiveness for any wrong they feel 
they have done.

A time of Judgement where God 
balances out good and bad acts and 
decides what the next year will have in 
store for them.

Apples dipped in honey are eaten as 
a symbol of the sweet New Year that 
each Jewish person hopes lies ahead.

Hallah (or Challah) bread in a round 
loaf symbolises a circle of life and of 
the year. 

pomegranate on the table because 
of a tradition that pomegranates 
have 613 seeds, one for each of the 
commandments.

•	 What is the most 
important thing in my life?

•	 What are the most 
meaningful and important 
things I have achieved in 
the last year? What do I 
hope to achieve over the 
coming year? 

Discuss the concept of new Year 
and starting with a clean slate.

Ask the pupils the questions and 
get them to write their answers- 
these can be looked back on at the 
end of Year 4 and see if they were 
correct.

Draw label and explain some of the 
“Symbols” of Rosh Hashanah i.e. 
pomegranate, apples and honey, Hallah.

Make a poster inviting someone to 
Rosh Hashanah celebrations. Include 
key facts so people know what to 
expect

Rosh Hashanah: What is it? How is it 
celebrated? What do you eat and why? 
BBC Newsround

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
newsround/29363650

Rosh Hashanah

Pomegranate

New Year

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/29363650
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/29363650
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is Bandi 
Chor and 
what does it 
celebrate?

Also called “Day of Liberation” 
“Prisoner Release Day”

Takes place remember Guru Hargobind 
(6th Guru” was released from prison) 
and freed 52 Hindu princes who were 
also in prison. “The Emperor Jahangir, 
said that those who clung to the Guru’s 
coat would be able to go free. This was 
meant to limit the number of prisoners 
who could be released. However, Guru 
Hargobind had a coat made with 52 
tassels attached to it so that all of the 
princes could leave prison with him” 

Reminds Sikhs of freedom and Human 
Rights

Celebrated on the same day as Diwali 
but is a different celebration.

Sikhs dress up in traditional attire and 
wearing beautiful turbans and swords 
before going to the Gurdwara to light 
candles, eat in the Langar and have 
Prashad (sweet dish)

•	 Do you know what Bandi 
Chor means?

•	 Do you know why Bandi 
Chor is celebrated? How 
do Sikhs prepare for Bandi 
Chor? What do they do 
during Bandi Chor?

•	 Why is Amritsar a a place 
of pilgrimage?

Show the Little Sikhs video .

Discuss the kindness of the Guru 
who would not leave his prison 
without the other princes.

Make a figure of the Guru wearing his 
long cloak or make a class picture of 
the Guru with the Princes holding on to 
his cloak. 

Interview a Sikh visiting speaker to find 
out what happens at Bandi Chor in the 
Croydon Gurdwara.

Write a newspaper article about how 
the Princes and the Guru got free.

Diwali and Bandi Chhor Divas2020: 
How do young people in the UK 
celebrate? - BBC Bitesize: https://www.
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw7n6g8

https://www.bing.
com/videos/riverview/

Bandi Chor

Amritsar

Guru

Langar

prashad

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw7n6g8 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw7n6g8 
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Bandi+Chhor+Festival&&mid=8AD62C507C7C6F12D1C78AD62C507C7C6F12D1C7&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Bandi+Chhor+Festival&&mid=8AD62C507C7C6F12D1C78AD62C507C7C6F12D1C7&&FORM=VRDGAR
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What happens 
at the festival 
Vaisakhi?

Vaisakhi is one of the most important 
dates in the Sikh calendar.

Vaisakhi is a spring festival which 
happens on the 13 or 14 April every 
year. It is a day to celebrate 1699 - 
the year when Sikhism was born as a 
collective faith.  At the festival, Guru 
Gobind Singh came out of a tent 
carrying a sword and said that any Sikh 
prepared to give his life for his faith 
should come into the tent, 5 men dared 
to go, and they became known as Panj 
Pyare or the ‘Beloved Five’ - and they 
were to be the first members of the 
Khalsa.

Sikhs go to Gurdwara to worship 
and the flag, called the Nishan Sahib 
displaying the Sikh emblem, is renewed 
on this day in a special ceremony,

people enjoy parades and special 
processions through the streets called 
nagar kirtans.

Many Sikhs are baptised into the 
Khalsa

•	 Why did the Guru think it 
was important to have this 
festival and ceremonies?

•	 Why is the flag renewed 
on the day of this festival?

•	 What did the 5 brave men 
think when they went into 
the tent?

Discuss the questions.

Show one of the videos that explain 
Vaisakhi.

Find out about the first Vaisakhi.

Interview the crowd at Vaisakhi to show 
media reaction.

Write a newspaper article as if you 
were one of the crowd at Vaisakhi.

Role play two people from the crowd 
meeting up years after the event.

What is Vaisakhi? - BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zsjpyrd/articles/z6qqy9q

Religious Studies KS2: Vaisakhi - BBC 
Teach: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/
class-clips-video/articles/z6s2t39

What is Vaisakhi, or Baisakhi 
and how is it celebrated? - BBC 
Newsround: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
newsround/43737417 

Panj Pyare 

Khalsa

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsjpyrd/articles/z6qqy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsjpyrd/articles/z6qqy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z6s2t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z6s2t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43737417 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43737417 
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Why is Wesak 
an important 
celebration to 
Buddhists?

Also known as Buddha day celebrated 
on the first full moon day in May to 
remember primarily the enlightenment 
of Buddha (sometimes his birth and 
death are incorporated).

Seen as a fresh start, Buddhists clean 
and decorate their homes with flowers 
and lanterns.

In traditions with monks, they may 
provide food and other offerings.

Traditions with Buddha statues they 
may wash them and dress them with 
saffron robes.

•	 Can children think of 
any other festivals that 
celebrate the births or 
death of the founders 
of other faiths or key 
characters?

•	 Light is used as the 
symbol of enlightenment 
in this festival. What other 
concepts might light 
symbolise?

Tell the story of the Buddha.

The 5 precepts are remembered 
during this festival which are: 

Not harming any living beings.

Not taking what does not belong to 
you

Not being greedy.

Not telling lies or speaking unkindly.

Not clouding the mind with drink or 
drugs

Talk about these rules for living and 
recall the rules for living known 
from other faiths.

The theme of compassion and love are 
central to the religion of Buddhism. 
Children could listen to the story of 
Prince Siddartha and act out some of it.

Thinking about light- pupils could 
make lanterns to recall Buddhas 
enlightenment.

What is Wesak? - BBC Bitesize: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p

The story of Prince Siddhartha in 
Resources

Information on Wesak Resources

Wesak

Precepts

Enlightenment

Prince 
Siddhartha

The Buddha

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Why is Navratri 
an important 
festival 
for Hindu 
people?

Navratri (nine nights) is one of 
the greatest Hindu festivals held 
in the Autumn. It symbolises the 
triumph of good over evil. During 
this period Durga, Lakshmi and 
Saraswati are worshipped. The 
festival is dedicated to Durga, the 
mother goddess who also represents 
power. Durga annihilated the demon 
Mahishasura after a relentless battle 
lasting nine days and nights.

Taking part in a community festival 
strengthens the feeling of belonging.

•	 Why do Hindu families 
visit their mother during 
the festival?

•	 During Navaratri, some 
devotees of Durga 
observe a fast and 
prayers are offered for 
the protection of health 
and property. A period 
of introspection and 
purification, Navaratri is 
traditionally an auspicious 
time for starting new 
ventures. What other 
festivals have a fast?

Bring in someone to teach some 
Hindu dancing -dancing is a big 
part of this 9 day festival.

Tell the story of the fight between 
Durga and the demon. (In the 
resources tab)

What is the important message  
behind the stories of Navratri and 
Holi festivals? -They illustrate the 
power of Good over Evil.

Drama of the story of Navratri

Comic strip/story board

Paint/draw a version of Durga

Design a Puja-thalis or aartis which 
are decorated plates in honour of the 
mother goddess, Amba (Ambika). 
BBC - Religions - Hinduism: Navaratri 
(Navratri): https://www.bbc.co.uk/
religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/
navaratri.shtml

Story of Navratri in the Resources tab

Navratri 2023: When is the festival 
and what is it all about? - BBC 
Newsround: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
newsround/58830825

Nav =nine

Ratri means 
nights

Durga is the 
Goddess of 
Power

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/navaratri.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/navaratri.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/navaratri.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/58830825
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/58830825
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is Pesach? 

Why is it 
significant to 
Jewish people?

•	 Pesach is Passover in Hebrew

•	 Story of when Moses asked Pharaoh 
to free the Israelites from slavery. God  
sent plagues the last of which was the 
first-born child in Egyptian families 
being killed by the angel of death. 
God told Moses to tell the Israelites to 
paint lamb’s blood on their doorposts. 
This way, the angel would know that 
Jewish people lived there. It would pass 
over that house and not kill the first-
born child.

•	 Have a special meal Seder plate A lamb 
bone - This symbolises the sacrifice 
and blood from the lamb used on the 
doorposts

•	 A roasted egg - This is a symbol of 
sacrifice, but also of the Israelites’ 
determination when they were going 
through such a difficult time, as the 
cooked egg is hard. A green vegetable 
to dip in salt water - The green 
vegetable is a reference to new life, 
while the salt water symbolises the 
Israelite slaves’ tears

•	 Bitter herbs, often horseradish - This 
symbolises the bitter suffering that the 
Israelites had to go through

•	 Charoset (a paste of chopped apples, 
walnuts and wine) - This is a symbol of 
the material used by the Israelites to 
make bricks while they were working as 
slaves. Eat flat bread that hasn’t risen 
because they had to leave so quickly 
bread didn’t have time to rise.

•	 Look at a child’s 
Haggadah and think about 
the questions that are 
asked every year.

Recap what the pupils remember 
about Moses from KS1.

Research the ways Passover is 
celebrated and why so important 
for Jewish culture. What is the 
importance of Passover to modern 
day Jews

Make a Seder plate of food with labels. 
Research the symbolism of the foods

What is Passover? - BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
znwhfg8/articles/zn22382

Seder plates can be borrowed from 
St James the Great Primary school in 
Windsor Rd Thornton Heath

Pesach

Plagues

Seder plate

charoset

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8/articles/zn22382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8/articles/zn22382
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Why is the Holy 
week of Easter a 
significant time 
for Christian?

•	 Palm Sunday  is the Sunday before 
Easter Sunday.  It is the first day of 
Holy Week and celebrates Jesus’s 
arrival in Jerusalem riding on a 
donkey. Crowds of people came out 
of the city to greet him, throwing 
down palm branches on the road. 

•	 Maundy Thursday Christians 
remember when Jesus ate the 
Passover meal with his disciples, 
breaking bread and drinking wine. 
Christians refer to this meal as the 
Last Supper and Good Friday is 
the Friday before Easter Sunday. 
It commemorates the execution of 
Jesus by crucifixion.  Good Friday is 
a day of mourning in church

•	 Easter Sunday marks Jesus’s 
resurrection. 

•	 Easter is the most important festival 
in the Christian calendar. It celebrates 
Jesus rising from the dead, three 
days after he was crucified.

•	 When we get together 
to mark an occasion is 
it always a happy one? 
(funeral).

Show the video What is Easter? 
When is Easter 2024? - BBC 
Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/
z4t6rj6

Talk about the key facts – why did 
People praise him on Palm Sunday 
and call for his execution on Good 
Friday.

Many non-Christians think Christmas 
is the most important Christian 
celebration write a story about why 
Easter is the most important. 

 What has Jesus said/done that was 
good/not good?  Look for evidence in 
the children’s Bibles (Luke Ch 4, v40) 
(Luke Ch 5, v17) Healing the sick

(John Ch.11) Raising Lazarus from the 
dead (Matthew Ch13) (John Ch14, v23) 

(Mark Ch 12, v31) Teaching parables and 
about Love

What is Easter? When is Easter 2024? 
- BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/
z4t6rj6

Palm Sunday

Maundy 
Thursday

Good Friday

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/z4t6rj6
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What have we 
found out about 
festivals and 
celebrations?

•	 Festivals often celebrate the birth or 
death of the founder of a religion.

•	 Also concepts such as the power 
of good over evil, thankfulness and 
starting a new year are celebrated. 

•	 What can we learn from 
celebrations?

•	 How can they make us feel 
as a community?

•	 Why is it important to 
observe these days?

•	 Can people who don’t 
have a faith, still join in 
with celebrations?

•	 How would you feel if 
your celebration had to be 
cancelled?

Is there any common thread for all 
of these festivals?

Debate — Should festivals be time 
off school/work

Recall the festivals learned this term 
and answer the questions on your 
learning.

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term
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Glossary
YEAR 4

Amritsar
Guru
Langar
prashad
Panj Pyare 

The Sikh Holy City

The leaders or teachers of Sikhi

Langar is the community kitchen serving food to all in the Gurdwara

Prashad Blessed food given at the end of every service

The Beloved Five

Precepts Rules

Seder  A religious meal

How do communities celebrate?
Year 4 - Spring Term
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 4

•	That faith communities have celebrations for a 
number of reasons

•	Talk about different celebrations that people of 
different faiths take part in.

•	Understand how taking part can strengthen the 
feeling of community.
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YEAR 1
 
 

Why are Places of Worship important to Community?

YEAR 4

What a child needs to know and 
remember by the end of the unit:

•	That worship can take place in special 

buildings and also the home.

•	That many activities take place in 

community buildings – food, education, 

meetings, social activities.

•	The role of leaders of religious groups.

What a child should be able to do: 
(Assessment)

•	Name some of the places of worship in 
the local area.

•	Explain what happens in those places of 
worship.

•	Describe how places of worship 
contribute to the community.

Background knowledge for teachers:

•	This unit would be a good time to go on 
a visit to at least one place of worship 
or two which could be compared. Pupils 
will probably have visited the local 
church in KS1.

•	Pictures of places of worship in Croydon 
can be found in the Resources tab.

Sensitivities
Respect for 

different places 
of worship

 
Questions  

to consider:
Are places of worship important to 

people?

What might you find in the home of 
someone who followed a faith?

What are some distinctive features and their 
purpose in a place of worship?

What other activities happen in a place of 
worship?

What is the role of the ‘leader’ in a place 
of worship?

Why are places of worship 
important to the community?

British Values 
Addressed

Mutual respect

Tolerance 

School Values 
Addressed

Respect 

Core 
Concept

Continue to learn 
about places of 

worship and consider 
their place in the 

community focussed 
and closer to God.

AT2
Does going to a place 

of worship make someone 
religious?

What are places of special 
importance?

Is there a difference between 
a place to be alone and 

think and a place to 
share with others?

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Church, Mandir, Temple

•	Mosque, Vihara, Gurdwara, 
Synagogue

Key words:

•	Langar
Prior knowledge
•	Children learned about 

Church, Mosque, Temple 
and Synagogue in KS1.

Year 4 - Summer Term - How is my community special to me? 
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Are places 
of worship 
important to 
people?

Some followers of different faiths 
practise their faith at home in different 
ways.

A place of worship is a structure or 
space where people come to perform 
acts of devotion, veneration, or 
religious study. It can be a building 
designed for this purpose, such as a 
church, temple, mosque, synagogue, 
etc., or a consecrated area, such as a 
shrine, altar, or sacred grove. 

•	 Does going to a place of 
worship make someone 
religious?

•	 Do people who are 
Humanist or from other 
world views have a place 
to gather together?

Ask the suggested questions.

Discuss what is different about a 
place of worship from, for instance, 
The Fairfield Halls or Crystal Palace 
Football ground.

Make a mind map of everything they 
already know about different places of 
worship. (This was a unit in year 1) This 
can be used to assess learning at the 
end of the unit.

(Teachers- plan a visit to at least one 
place of worship this term)

Church, Mandir, 
Temple, 
Mosque, Vihara, 
Gurdwara, 
Synagogue

What might you 
find in the home 
of someone who 
followed a faith?

In Judaism the home is important 
-Shabbat from Friday night to Saturday 
night is celebrated in the home.( 
studied previously) A mezuzah can 
be seen around an orthodox Jewish 
home. At the least you would find 
Prayer mats and calligraphy in a Muslim 
home, crosses and religious pictures 
in a Christian Home, home shrines in a 
Hindu and Buddhist home, the 5Ks in a 
Sikh home.

•	 Have you got a special 
place in your home?

•	 What are places of special 
importance?

•	 Is there a difference 
between a place to be 
alone and think and 
a place to share with 
others?

Get pupils to think of things that 
could be in a house to show that 
someone followed a faith.

Think about community spaces 
-what does a community need?

Discuss Is it necessary to have to 
go to a place of worship to talk to 
God?

Make a table of things you might find in 
homes of people of faith.

Make a list of the spaces/buildings that 
a community needs.

Community

Shabbat

Mezuzah

calligraphy

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

Why are Places of Worship important to Community?
Year 4 - Summer Term



30

Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Several lessons: 

What are some 
distinctive 
features and 
their purpose 
in a place of 
worship?

Churches are to be found all around 
Croydon. There are many different 
denominations of church. In Croydon 
there are also many Mosques, a 
Synagogue, a Gurdwara, some 
Buddhist Viharas and some Hindu 
Temples.

•	 What are the important 
items that you can find in 
a place of worship?

•	 Why are these sacred to 
followers of faith?

Discuss the many different places 
of worship to be found in Croydon. 
Can pupils think of/remember the 
most important items to be found in 
each one?

Write in a silhouette outline all the 
activities that happen in a place of 
worship of your choice. Mosque/
church/Synagogue etc.

Make a list of sacred items that pupils 
have thought of. Show some artefacts if 
possible. 

Silhouette shapes of places of worship

A visit to one or two places of worship

(look at the photographs of places of 
worship in Croydon)

Services 

Prayers

Singing

Meditating

listening

What other 
activities 
happen in 
a place of 
worship?

A Mosque and a Gurdwara are 
particularly seen as community centres 
as well as places of worship. Different 
activities also take place in Temples 
and in churches and their halls.

•	 What activities can pupils 
think of that happen in 
places of worship?

•	 What would happen if 
these community hubs 
were not there? Where 
could people meet to do 
activities?

Discuss the questions to consider 
where all the clubs would meet.

The Gurdwara is open all day and 
evening and can feed hungry 
people who turn up, the people 
from the Mosques and Churches 
also provide food and shelter - what 
would happen to those people if 
the buildings and the community 
were not there?

Think about and answer the questions

What different sorts of activities take 
place in a place of worship- list all the 
ideas you have.

Langar

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

Why are Places of Worship important to Community?
Year 4 - Summer Term
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is the role 
of the ‘leader’ 
in a place of 
worship

Places of worship often have 
designated leaders such as priests, 
ministers, imams, rabbis, or monks 
who guide the religious activities and 
provide spiritual guidance. They also 
serve as centres for religious education 
and learning for followers of the faith.

•	 Why can’t someone just 
say they are a Priest/
Imam/Rabbi etc.?

•	 What is a calling? A 
Vocation?

Discuss the sort of things that a 
Rabbi or Priest has to do in worship 
and in the community.

If you were building a place of 
worship who and what would you 
need?

Ask a local leader from a faith 
community to come to school and 
talk to the pupils about their work.

Write a day in the life of… ..

or a job description for

one of the religious leaders from a 
place of worship.

Or write a list of questions you would 
ask one of the religious leaders from a 
place of worship.

Priests, vicar, 
Guru, Ministers, 
Imams, Rabbi

Why are places 
of worship 
important to the 
community?

The buildings that the faith 
communities have are also used by the 
general community in many cases for 
hobby activities, hired for parties, used 
for the elderly to get together and so 
on. 

•	 Have you found out why 
the leader in a place of 
worship is important?

•	 What happens in a church 
when the Vicar changes? 

•	 How can you find out the 
sort of activities that take 
place in local places of 
worship?

Recap the learning from this unit 
with the pupils.

Do they think that places of worship 
are important or not? Why?

Look at the original mind maps 
from lesson 1- are there other ideas 
that can be added to give a picture 
of these places in the community.

Devise a leaflet which could be given 
out at the Tourist Board explaining 
about a local place of worship.

Make a Venn diagram of what 
happens in the different 
places of worship- what are 
the overlapping similarities and the 
differences

Scheme of learning
YEAR 4

Why are Places of Worship important to Community?
Year 4 - Summer Term
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Glossary
YEAR 4

Church
Mandir
Temple
Mosque
Vihara
Gurdwara
Synagogue
Community

Places of worship. All can be found in the community of Croydon

Shabbat A ritual that takes place in a Jewish home on Friday Night

Mezuzah A container attached to the doorposts of Jewish homes which holds a reminder of God’s love

calligraphy Beautiful, stylized writing used for Islamic tracts

Langar The Kitchen/Food served at the Gurdwara to whoever is there

Priests
Vicar
Guru
Ministers
Imams
Rabbi

The names for the different leaders in places of worship

Why are Places of Worship important to Community?
Year 4 - Summer Term
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 4

•	Name some of the places of worship in the local 
area.

•	Explain what happens in those places of worship.

•	Describe how places of worship contribute to the 
community.
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Resources appendix

YEAR 4

The 5 Pillars of Islam

Year 4 - Autumn Term

Navratri 

Year 4 - Spring Term

Hindu Festival of Holi

The Story of Budda

Wesak

Job description of a Vicar

Year 4 - Summer Term
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YEAR 1

The 5 Pillars of Islam

YEAR 4

Year 4 - Autumn Term 

The Muslim religion is like a shelter held up by five pillars. They are called:

Shahadah, the 
declaration of faith

Salah, prayers 
which are said 5 
times a day

Zakat, giving and 
the purification 
of  wealth                 

Sawm, fasting 
from dawn to dusk 
during Ramadan 

Hajj, a pilgrimage 
to the Holy city of 
Makkah at least once

When my dad returned from Makkah it meant he 
could be called Hajji.

Draw a picture of the five pillars with their correct name and use the ‘bricks’ below to fill in the pillars. 

See if you can make up some more examples of how your life might be affected by following the five pillar                            

We have been saving for five years to go to 
Makkah.                         

I don’t like to have pictures of pop-stars in my 
bedroom as it might tempt me to worship them.

We always show respect for the Prophet 
Muhammed ’s name.

When we give charity we are being helped too.                                                                   

It makes us realise all wealth belongs to Allah.

When we break the fast at night, I like to eat dates, 
but my Turkish friends eat olives.

It is difficult to fast when we are doing cooking
at school.                                       

In some countries you can paint your house after 
Hajj.

At school I need to find a place to pray during 
lunch-time.

During this month I try to read the Qu’ran.

Giving charity helps people who are ill or poor.                                                                       

I get tired during Ramadan as it’s such an exciting 
time of year.
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YEAR 1

The Story of Navratri

YEAR 4

Year 4 - Autumn Term 

Navratri is a time when Hindus celebrate the goddess Durga for killing the demon, Mahishasura.

A more powerful God, Lord Brahma, had blessed Mahishasura with the gift of immortality because of his dedication to him, which meant 

he could never die.

However, this gift did come with one condition - the only person who would be able to defeat Mahishasura would be a woman.

Mahishasura didn’t think any women would be strong enough to kill him and was happy with the deal.

Over the years, Mahishasura and his men became a powerful force attacking people on Earth and no gods were able to defeat him.

Finally, Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva - the three most powerful Hindu gods - decided to come together and create the 

goddess Durga, a powerful woman whose job would be to destroy Mahishasura.

The gods equipped the new goddess Durga with lots of weapons before she went into battle with Mahishasura.

Durga fought the demon for 10 days, and it proved quite difficult as he kept changing his form to confuse the goddess. However, when 

he finally turned into a buffalo, Durga was able to defeat him.
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YEAR 1

Hindu Festival of Holi

YEAR 4

Year 4 - Spring Term 

Holi is a famous and very popular Hindu spring festival in Northern India. It celebrates the arrival 
of spring flowers and when the main crops are almost ready for the spring harvest. The festival 
lasts anything from three to five days and is known as the festival of colour. 

Holi usually begins with the lighting of bonfires which have been built by everyone. People light their household fires, and then the 

community fire is kindled by a Brahmin priest. The ripening of the first wheat and barley crop is celebrated by being offered to the fire, 

and the roasted barley is eaten. The ashes of the fires are marked on the forehead to bring good luck in the year ahead. 

After the bonfires comes the throwing of colour. People throw coloured water and red powders over friends or anyone who passes by. It 

is a happy celebration: everybody dances and has great fun. Processions of floats carrying statues of the gods line the streets. 

Some believe the origin of the festival lies with Krishna who was very mischievous as a young boy and threw coloured water over the 

Gopis (milkmaids) with whom he is believed to have grown up. This developed into the practical jokes and games of Holi.

The legend of Prahlad and Holika is also connected with Holi. Prahlad was the son of King Hiranyakashyapu. The king wanted everyone 

in his kingdom to worship him. However, his son, Prahlad refused to and worshipped Lord Vishnu instead.

The king’s sister Holika, who was supposed to be immune to fire, tricked her nephew Prahlad into sitting on her lap in a bonfire to 

destroy him. However, because she was using her powers for evil, the plan failed and Prahlad emerged from the fire unharmed, while his 

aunt was devoured by the flames. During the festival, people burn the image of Holika as a symbol that good has defeated evil. This is 

often followed by the burning of rubbish, to show that past wrongdoing is forgiven. 

This event is seen to symbolise good overcoming evil and is why traditionally bonfires are lit at Holi. Ashes from Holi bonfires are 

thought to bring good luck.

Suggested songs: Holi from Festivals (all the year) by Jean Gilbert, published by Oxford University Press.  
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YEAR 1

The Story of The Buddha

YEAR 4

Year 4 - Spring Term 

The Buddha was born a long time ago - about 2,500 years ago. 

The Buddha was not the name he was given at birth. His 
birth name was Siddhartha Gautama, and he was a Prince. 
He was born in a part of the world that we now call Nepal 
(the country that has the highest mountains in the world). 
Siddhartha’s father wanted to protect his son and so 
Siddhartha grew up in the palace grounds. He never went 
outside the grounds and had no idea what life was really like 
for most people. He had a rich and happy life, with everything 
he could possibly want - food to eat, clothes to wear, and 
when he was old enough, he married a beautiful girl and they 
had a son. But still Siddhartha had not seen anything of life 
outside the palace grounds. 

Soon he began to grow bored with his sheltered life and one 
day he left the palace. Now he began to see the world as it 
really was. As he rode around, he saw suffering everywhere. 
He saw an old man who was weak and nearly at the end of 
his life. He saw a man who was sick and in great pain, and he 
saw a funeral with the family of the dead man crying around 
his body. Then Siddhartha came across a holy man, a man 
who had devoted his life to following God. This man seemed 
to be happy and peaceful.

These things made Siddhartha think. He went back to the 
palace, but he couldn’t forget what he had seen. He decided 
he had to go in search of the answer to why there was 
suffering in the world. On the night before his 29th birthday 
he left his palace with its riches, beauty and safety. 

He went to learn from the famous teachers and religious 
leaders. They told people to find answers to questions by 
sitting very still and thinking or meditating. The prince tried 
to do this, but he didn’t find any answers, though it made 

him better at thinking clearly. So, he decided he must find the 
truth on his own. 

Then he saw some people who had given up everything they 
owned to try and find the answer to his questions. These 
people thought that life would be simpler thought if they did 
not have to worry about things like food, drink, washing and 
possessions. Then they could concentrate on the answer to 
the meaning of life rather than be distracted by smaller, less 
important matters. 

They ate and drank very little and owned no possessions. 
They would sit for hours thinking really hard about some of 
the questions they wanted answers to. They also tried to stop 
feeling any pain by lying on beds of nails or standing on their 
heads for hours. 

The prince decided to give this method a go. He ate very 
little, just a couple of seeds a day and became very thin. As 
he didn’t wash, his hair was so matted and dirty that birds 
even started to nest in his hair.

Soon he became very ill. Then one day he heard a guitar 
playing and started to think about what part of the guitar 
made the beautiful music. He realised that if the strings were 
too tight they would snap: if they were too loose there would 
be no sound at all. The beautiful music was made when the 
string was tightened just right. 

The prince realised that if he lived a life of extremes, never 
washing or eating, or even washing and eating too much, 
then this could cause him problems. He realised that rather 
than eat nothing at all he should eat just a little each day.

Soon he felt much better. The other people who never 
washed and ate very little thought he was weak and had 
given up the search, but the prince had learnt an important 
lesson. He hadn’t found the answer by living a life of luxury 
as a prince nor when he lived a hard and painful life. Perhaps 
there was a middle way.

He travelled on until he came to a great tree. Today we call 
this tree a Bodhi tree. It’s like a fig tree. He sat under this 
great big tree and began to meditate, that is to think deeply. 
It was the night of a full moon. After a long time, the truth 
came to him and discovering the truth gave Siddhartha 
a feeling of great peacefulness. It was a feeling of release 
from all the things that had been troubling him. Suddenly 
he was able to stop thinking about himself and his worries. 
Siddhartha had become enlightened - he had found truth and 
so he became known as the Buddha - the enlightened one. 

The Buddha learned many things while meditating under the 
Bodhi tree and he spent the rest of his life teaching people 
about what he had learned so that they might find peace in 
their own lives. One of the things he discovered is that very 
often people make themselves and others unhappy because 
they are always wanting and needing things. They are tied to 
the things they need and want, like a dog tied to a tree. The 
more they want the more they get tied up in knots, like the 
dog getting tangled in the rope that attaches it to the tree. 
The Buddha taught his followers about how they could be 
free of the things that tie them down and how this would give 
them peace and happiness. He taught them that they could 
become enlightened too by following his teachings. 
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YEAR 1

WESAK

YEAR 4

Year 4 - Spring Term 

Wesak, also known as ‘Buddha Day’, is the most important of the Buddhist festivals. It celebrates the Buddha’s 
birthday, and, for some Buddhists, also marks his enlightenment and death. It is the most important day in the 
Buddhist calendar.
During Wesak, Buddhists celebrate the life of the 
Buddha and his teachings. They remember the 
night of his enlightenment and his insights into 
his previous lives, as well as his revelations about 
the nature of death, karma and rebirth, suffering 
and desire. Wesak is celebrated with great joy and 
vivid colours. Homes are cleaned and decorated in 
preparation. Celebrations begin before dawn: Sutras 
are chanted by monks and devotees throng the 
temples early in the morning to meditate and take 
the Five Precepts which are rules on behaviour and 
how to live.

The five precepts are: 

•	Not harming any living beings.

•	Not taking what does not belong to you

•	Not being greedy.

•	Not telling lies or speaking unkindly.

•	Not clouding the mind with drink or drugs

An extra five precepts followed by some Buddhists, 
and remembered on Wesak are not to:

•	Take substantial food after midday (from noon to 
dawn) 

•	dance, sing or listen to or play music 

•	use garlands, perfumes and personal adornment 
like jewelery 

•	use  luxurious beds and seats 

•	accept or hold money, gold or silver 

Buddhist monks actually follow 227 precepts. 
Celebrations vary from one country to another. ‘The 
Bathing of the Buddha’ often takes place. Water is 
poured over the shoulders of statues of the Buddha 
as a reminder of the need to purify the heart and 
mind. Offerings are made to the monks and the 
temples, and may be laid on the altar as a sign of 
respect for the Buddha and his teachings. Special 
lectures on the teachings of the Buddha are given, 
and candle lit processions take place through the 
streets. In China, traditional elements from Chinese 
culture, such as dancing dragons, are incorporated 
into celebrations. In Indonesia, Wesak lanterns 

are made from paper and wood. Another popular 
custom in some countries is the release of caged 
birds, symbolising letting go of troubles and wishing 
that all beings be well and happy. Buddhists in some 
parts of the world make origami paper cranes which 
are used as decorations or sometimes floated down 
rivers to symbolise the same thing. 

Activities
•	Can children think of any other festivals that 

celebrate the births or death of the founders of 
other faiths or key characters?

•	Light is used as the symbol of enlightenment in 
this festival. What other concepts might light 
symbolise?

•	The theme of compassion and love are central to 
the religion of Buddhism. Children could listen to 
and act out the story of Prince Siddhartha.
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YEAR 1

Job Description of a Vicar

YEAR 4

Year 4 - Summer Term 

When a person is ordained as a Priest, they are given authority by the Bishop to undertake the following duties:

•	To preach the word of God

•	To administer the sacraments:  
Baptism: marriage: burial: anointing the sick: celebrate Holy Communion: forgive sins.

•	To care for the parishioners, that is people in the parish, whether or not they go to church

Job Description

Someone who is an effective evangelist, they should 
have a living prayer life and be able to share it with 
the congregation.

They should be orthodox in Faith as expressed by 
the Church of England and be able to expound it.

Their ministry should be inspired by the scriptures 
and should possess an ability to apply theology to 
daily events.

Someone who sees themself as vicar of the parish 
not just the congregation, a person who believes in 
Christian action.

They should be a good communicator and preacher 
and a good pastoral visitor who is easily at home 
with all sorts of people.

Someone who has pastoral sensitivity towards 
those with alternative family lifestyles, but who is 
nevertheless willing to promote the ideal of the 
Christian family life.

Someone who has experience of multi-cultural 
ministry and who will be keen to promote 
ecumenical links.

A pastor who possesses an ability to relate to and 
minister to all age groups and who will be supportive 
of church-based  organisations.

Someone who is willing to help all members of the 
church discover their vocation and  ministry.

An efficient administrator/ organiser able to 
delegate and has a good sense of humour.

Jesus’ job description

•	To comfort the sad

•	To heal the sick

•	To make the lame walk

•	To bring the dead back to life

•	To set prisoners free

•	To let the oppressed go free

•	To preach good news to the poor
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