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Overview of the Questions for each Year 
Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 1  
What does it mean 
to belong?

Why are we thankful?
What places make you 
feel you belong?

Who is important to 
you?

Which stories are 
important to you?

Why do people 
celebrate?

How do you know 
you belong?

Year 2  
What is Important 
to People?

What do some people 
believe about God?

How do people 
celebrate good over 
evil?

Who do you talk to if 
you need some help?

Why are some 
books special?

How do you show 
someone is important?

What is special?

Year 3  
What do different 
people believe 
about God?

How do different people describe God? What does it mean to be an inspiring leader? How do people communicate with God?

Year 4  
How is my 
community special 
to me?

How do I show I’m part of a community? How do communities celebrate?
Why are places of worship important to 
communities?

Year 5  
Why Should we care 
for our World?

What are the ways community’s care? In what ways are people judged? What do Humanists believe?

Year 6  
What do we need 
on Life’s journey?

How do we change through life’s journey? How does a community work? Why do people go on pilgrimages?

Year 7  
How do I see myself 
in the world?

How do people gain their identity? What do Hindus believe and practise? Why is community cohesion important?

Year 8  
What role does 
belief play in our 
world?

Jesus Christ - Man or Miracle?
How do people respond to environmental 
issues?

Who has made a difference in the world?

Year 9  
Are Humans equally 
Special?

Why do we remember? Is it wrong to be rich? What are the 5 pillars of Islam?

YEAR 2
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Guidance KS1 Adaptive Teaching Ideas 
YEAR 1

Page in powerpoint is jpg - cant select text

Guidance KS1 Adaptive Teaching Ideas 
Sensitivities 

•	 At this age, some children may show 
signs of SEN but not yet diagnosed. 

•	 Be aware, some/ lots of pupils will 
need/benefit from some of these 
adaptations but may not necessarily 
be SEN.

Adaptations for including 
children in discussions

•	 Adults to support children where 
possible 

•	 Consistent visual prompts to be used 

•	 Use choices (starting with between 
two) when asking some types of 
questions 

•	 Use ‘identifying’ questions rather 
than longer what/why/when asking 
targeted questions.

Strategies

•	 Use real objects or pictures when 
modelling. 

•	 Use videos and real-life experiences 
(photos of children in class) 

•	 Ongoing opportunities in provision 
(i.e. making birthday cards, handling 
objects, making decorations) 

•	 Use children’s own experiences. For 
example, ask parents to provide 
photos of a celebration/ festival etc. 
and consider displaying this . 

•	 Consider letting children ‘experience’ 
some concepts where possible (i.e. 
create a celebration in your class) 

•	 Use ICT software/ games to reinforce · 
Sing/learn songs where you can.

Adapted outcomes 

•	 Say 1-2 key words taught 

•	 Say things personal to them 

•	 Identify using pictures/ continual 
visual aids as a prompt 

•	 Take part in activities which support 
learning throughout provision.

Teaching Vocabulary

•	 Choose only a few words (2-3) 

•	 Pre teach where possible and 
reinforce throughout the term. 

•	 Use the same visual aids/ props to 
support children to learn the words. 

•	 Consider letting children ‘experience’ 
the word where possible. For example, 
create a celebration (if celebration 
was your chosen key vocab) 

•	 Display key vocab with images (real 
photos are better) throughout the 
class over a period of time. 

•	 Consider strategies to help memorize 
words such as clapping out the 
syllables 

•	 Explain vocab clearly without 
introducing

Adaptive teaching 

•	 Make use of alternative resources 
such as iPad/ roleplay and make 
observations 

•	 Provide opportunities in the provision 
to reinforce learning over time 

•	 Draw pictures and adult annotates 
what has been said 

•	 Avoid lots of questioning 

•	 Use visuals (photos are better) on any 
resource as a prompt. 

•	 Consider breaking a learning objective 
up and teaching over time 

•	 Teach in small chunks if needed and 
show steps using a visual timetable 

•	 Think about using matching activities.

Further help

•	 Including children with SEN in RE 
Including pupils with SEN and/or 
disabilities in primary RE (ioe.ac.uk) 

•	 For a range of games/ clips LGfL 
Home | LGFL CBeebies festivals clips.

YEAR 2



66

Year 2 Roadmap - Big Question
What is Important to People?

HT3

What do some people
believe about God?

How do people celebrate
good over evil?

Who do you talk to
if you need 
some help?

Why are some
books special?

How do you  
show someone 

is important?

 
What is special?

HT3

HT3HT4

HT3HT5

HT3HT2
HT3HT1

HT3HT6

YEAR 2



7

YEAR 1
 
 

What do some people believe about God?

YEAR 2

What a child needs to know and remember by the end 
of the unit:

•	Children consider what is important to them, what do 
they believe in. 

•	Learn about what each of the four featured religions 
believes about a deity

•	Reflect on why people believe in God and why they 
don’t. 

What a child should be able to do: (Assessment)

•	Children can say what many people think about God.

•	Children can describe what is similar about the beliefs 
in God from the religions studied.

•	Children can discuss similarities and differences from 
religion.  

Background knowledge for teachers:

Jews believe in one God. Muslims believe in one 
God. Christians believe in one God and Jesus is his 
son. Hindus believe in one God who has numerous 
manifestations. Atheism is an absence of belief in any 
Gods. Nonreligious world views, ie Humanism, are 
atheists. 

 

Sensitivities

Comparing 
personal beliefs

 
Questions  

to consider:
What is authority? 

What do some people believe about how 
the world was created?

Why is God special to Christians? 
What do Hindus believe about God? 

 What do Muslims believe about God (Allah)?
 What do Jews believe about God? 

What do Humanists believe? 
What do Hindus believe about God 

(Brahman)? 
- What have you found out  

about peoples’ beliefs  
about God?

British 
Values 

Addressed

Respect for others

Acceptance 

School 
Values 

Addressed
Respect 

Core 
Concept

To suggest what a belief 

in God could mean

 

AT2
Who is in authority? 

How do we show 
respect? What is God 
like? Who is special to 
us? How do we show 

it?

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Creator, Deity

Key words:

•	Authority, Respect, 
Belief  God

Prior knowledge
•	Learning about the founder of religion. 

Religious stories.

Year 2 - Autumn 1 - What is important to people?
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is 
authority?

Who is in authority? 

How do we show respect to those 
people? 

Who guides us? 

What would happen if we didn’t have 
people of authority? How would things 
be different in the world? In our class?

•	 Who is special to us and 
how do we show it?

Look at authority figures, famous 
people, which ones do we trust and 
why?

Make a list of their qualities – which 
ones can apply to God?

Make a list of qualities that God 
might have – judge/ruler/carer/ etc

Make a word wall with words that 
describe God

Photos of authority figures –Prime 
Minister, head teacher, police

Authority

Respect

Special

What do some 
people believe 
about how 
the world was 
created?

Christians, Muslims and Jews all have 
a creation story where – God (Allah) 
created the world in six days. 
 
All accounts have Adam and Eve 

The Jewish/Christian account is one 
narrative while the Muslim story is 
spread throughout the Q’ran  
 
Most humanists believe that the 
universe began with the Big Bang and 
the earth was formed 4.5 billion years 
ago from matter orbiting the sun 

•	 How do you feel when 

you have made something 

special? 

Look at photos of natural beauty 
and discuss what makes them 
special.  

Look at various religious Creation 
stories online and discuss the 
similarities and differences.  

Sequence pictures of the days of 
creation.  

Draw a picture of the planets orbiting 
the Sun 

Creation 

Torah 

Bible 

Qur’an 

Why is God 
special to 
Christians? 

There are many different 
denominations with different practises. 
However, all Christians believe in one 
God, who is the creator, and that Jesus 
was God’s son. 

Describe God as carer, forgiver, and 
creator. All powerful. 

The same God as for Jewish people

•	 Why do Christians think of 
God as a creator?

•	 Why do you think 
Christians rest on Sunday 
/Sabbath day?

•	 How do you feel when 
you have done something 
special?

•	 How does God show he 
cares for us?

Explore the Creation Story Genesis 
1-2 Discuss how God may have 
felt when he finally sat back and 
admired his handy work? 

How do you feel when you have made 
something special? 

Sequence pictures of the days of 
creation. 

When the World Was New – Ade 
Lynam ISBN 0745942717 

• Wonderful Earth – Nick Butterworth 
ISBN 1856080056 

• Who made me? – Shirley Tulloch ISBN 
780745941639 

Carer 

Forgiver 

Creator 

Authority 

Sabbath

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

What do some people believe about God?
Year 2 - Autumn 1
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Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1

Key question for the lesson Success Criteria/Key facts
 Possible questions 

to consider
Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What do Muslims believe 
about God (Allah)?

Children know that Muslims 
believe: There is only one 
God (Allah) and he has no 
partners 

Allah has many names 

Allah created everything

•	 Why are names 
important?

•	 Does it matter 
how I treat the 
environment?

 
Read The Hundredth Name and 
discuss why the boy wanted to find 
out the missing name. 

Look at a set of Muslim prayer 
beads and count them. How are 
they divided up? Why is there that 
number of beads?

Look at some of the 99 names of 

Allah and think about what they mean 

to Muslims. 

 My Muslim Faith’ (rainbows big book) 

_ Evans ISBN: 0237 520141 

Resource sheet – Attributes of Allah 

The Hundredth Name – S Oppenheim 

ISBN 1563976943 

Allah 
  
hahadah the first  
 
pillar Tasbih prayer 
  
beads

What do Jews believe about 
God?

Children know that Jews 
believe in:

God as creator, carer 

The Shema – Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9 most important prayer 
and kept on every doorpost 
in the home

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one. Love 
the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
strength 

•	 Who do we show 
respect to? 

•	 How do we show 
respect? 

•	 What do we 
believe to be true? 

God is something special for a 
person but not seen. Salt in a glass 
of water is there but not seen. 

Good is all seeing- omniscient. 

Discuss what pupils might have 
on walls at home or school which 
reminds them of something when 
they go past. 

Handle examples of Mezuzahs and 
where they are displayed in a Jewish 
family home. 

Make a promise on a piece of paper 
and put into a decorated box 

Or put a star on the door of the 
class pupils touch one point as 
they pass e.g. Good listener/ good 
spelling/ kind/ thoughtful/ good 
handwriting etc

Mezuzah case or picture 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ANlgSXC7xzc

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/

Shema Mezuzah

Authority

Respect

What do some people believe about God?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANlgSXC7xzc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANlgSXC7xzc

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
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Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1

Key question for the lesson Success Criteria/ Key facts
 Possible questions 

to consider
Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What do Humanists believe?

 
Humanists believe that there 
is only one life – the one we 
are living now. 

They believe that humans 
can act to give their own 
lives meaning by seeking 
happiness in this life and 
helping others to do the 
same. 

Humanists generally do not 
believe in any gods (are 
atheist) because they do not 
see any evidence for them in 
the world.

•	 Why might people 
decide they don’t 
believe in gods?

•	 How do Humanists 
decide what 
things they do 
believe in, and 
what things they 
don’t?

•	  How can we know 
what is true?

 
Discussion: imagine you are in a 
shop and a friend tells you to steal 
some sweets. What would you do? 
Why would you decide to do that?

Here are some ways Humanists 
believe you can be ‘good’ without 
believing in God:

•	 Be honest

•	 Think carefully 

•	 Tell the truth

Do to other people what you would 
like them to do to you

Read the story, The Emperor’s New 

Clothes.

Discuss Humanist beliefs: 

Whether we should believe everything 

we are told without thinking about 

it (that doesn’t mean everything we 

are told is false, but sometimes other 

people make mistakes or even lie to 

us)

Ask questions (particularly when 

something does not look right) 

Look at the evidence

Be brave enough to disagree 

https://humanists.uk/humanism

https://understandinghumanism.org.

uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-

Emperors-New-Clothes.pdf

Evidence

Naturalism

Atheism   

What do some people believe about God?

https://humanists.uk/humanism 
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-Emperors-New-Clothes.pdf
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-Emperors-New-Clothes.pdf
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-Emperors-New-Clothes.pdf
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Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

What do some people believe about God?
Year 2 - Autumn 1

Key question for the lesson Success Criteria / Key Facts
 Possible questions 

to consider
Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What do Hindus believe 
about God?

Children know that Hindus 
believe: There is one God 
(Brahman). God is so great 
that we cannot comprehend 
so Hindus also worship deities 
which are representations of 
different parts of the one god.

The deities are used as the 
focus of worship, their images 
are known as murtis and 
should not be called idols or 
statues. 

•	 Are you the same 
to everyone you 
meet? (eg. son, 
brother, friend 
etc.).

•	  How are you 
different with 
different groups of 
people?

 
• Feely bag used to show how lots of 
descriptions can show one thing.

• Use the story of Blind Men and the 
Elephant – drama/act out-what does 
this mean? 

Class discussion. 

Children to use pastels/paint/crayons 

to show what they think a Hindu god 

looks like own interpretation of the 

qualities and representations of a 

God. (protector, caring, wealth).

Books displaying examples of the 

many gods/deities representing 

Brahman. 

Resource sheet Brahman 

Resource sheet The Elephant and the 

Blind Men

Brahman 

Deities

Murtis
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Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1

Key question for the lesson Success Criteria / Key Facts
 Possible questions 

to consider
Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What have you found out 
about people’s beliefs about 
God?

Children draw own 
conclusions about the belief in 
God from different religions

Children can talk about what 
is new that they have learned.

Most religions have a God/
deity who is prayed to. People 
such as humanists don’t 
believe in God

Authority figure

Creator

•	 What is God like?

•	 Why do some 
people believe in 
God and some 
people don’t?

Talk about the ‘leap of faith’ that 
some people take.

Humanists don’t believe in God, they 
believe in science and rationality- 
however many scientists are also 
religious

Compile own list of similarities and 

differences between the ideas of god

Authority

Respect

Special

Belief

What do some people believe about God?
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Glossary
YEAR 2

Sabbath
A day of rest and renewal, devoted to worship and rest from work.
Orthodox Jews observe this from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday.

Brahman Part of the ultimate reality of the supreme (in Hinduism)

Deities Gods and Goddesses which are manifestations of the supreme spirit, Brahman

Murti Religious Statues

Year 2 - Autumn 1
What do some people believe about God?
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 2

•	Children can say what many people think about 
God.​

•	Children can describe what is similar about the 
beliefs in God from the religions studied.​

•	Children can discuss similarities and differences 
from religion. 
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YEAR 1
 
 

How do people celebrate good over evil? 

YEAR 2

What a child needs to know and remember by the end 
of the unit:

•	Children can link the festivals to their worldviews.

•	Children can explain that in many religions light can 

be used as a symbol for things that are good

What a child should be able to do: (Assessment)

•	Children can identify the lights associated with the 
different festivals and know some parts of the stories. 
children can compare the festivals and describe parts 
that are the same.

•	Children can explain the use of light as a symbol for 
good over evil referencing examples from the festivals 
studied.  

Background knowledge for teachers:

Diwali – Hindu celebration of good over evil when Rama 
defeats demon Ravan

Hanukkah – Jewish festival of light celebrating miracle 
of oil lasting eight days

Advent – Christian preparation for Christmas by lighting 
of candles each week.

Summer solstice (World Humanist Day)–the 
longest(lightest)day of the year

 

 

Sensitivities 
Comparing religions and 

worldviews. Discussing 

customs and 

practises

 
Questions 

to consider:
 What are the main points

 in the story of Diwali?
Why is Hanukkah important for Jews?

What are some of the symbols and  
their meaning in Advent?

Why do you think light is important  
in these festivals?
How do Christians  

celebrate Christmas?
Can you compare the  

Festivals of light?

British 
Values 

Addressed 
Mutual respect for and 
tolerance of those with 

different faiths and 
beliefs, and for those 

without faith

School 
Values 

Addressed
Peace

Understanding 

Core 
Concept

Explore and connect 

similarities and 

differences between 

festivals of three 

religions.

AT2
What special times 
do you celebrate?  

Why do you think light 
is used as a symbol for 

good? 

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Hanukkah, Diya, 
Miracle  

Key words:

•	Diwalli, Hanukkah, 
Advert, Candle, 
Symbol

Prior knowledge
•	How Hanukkah and Diwali are celebrated 

- EYFS

•	Advent preparations

Year 2 - Autumn 2 - What is important to people?
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What are the 
main points 
in the story of 
Diwali? 

Battle between the army of Rama and 
Hanuman with the demon Ravan.

Diwas lit to welcome Rama home 

•	 What is your special 
book? 

•	 What do you think 
happens in the world that 
is bad? Or good? 

•	 What can be done to stop 
bad things? 

Story of Rama and Sita

Victory of god over evil

Diwas used to decorate 

Diwali celebrations 

List all the good and bad things that 
happened in the story

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/
lets-celebrate-diwali

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-hinduism-
rama-and-sita/ztpyp4j

Diwas 

Why is 
Hanukkah 
important for 
Jews?

Jews remember the miracle of the oil 
and God’s protection of them

Judah and his bravery.  

The Lamp in the temple burning for 8 
days.  

A symbol of victory over oppression  

Celebrations e.g. Hanukkiah lit: cards 
and presents: Dreidel game   

•	 What special times do you 

celebrate? 

•	 How is the story of 

Hanukkah special to 

Jewish people?

•	 Why are candles lit each 

day? when else do Jewish 

people light candles?

 
Read the story of Hanukkah 
stressing the insults to the Jewish 
faith. How do you feel when you 
are insulted? Investigate the 
artefacts and cards  connected with 
Hanukkah and decide what they 
represent 

Make a Hanukkah candlestick, 
(Hanukkiah)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/assemblies-the-story-of-
hanukkah/z9jqkty 

• Sammy Spider’s First Hanukkah ISBN 
0929371461 • The Uninvited Guest – N 
Jaffe ISBN 059044533 • The Hanukkah 
Book – M Burns ISBN 0380715201 

• Artefacts e.g Hanukkiah: Dreidel 
(St James the Great Primary school, 
Windsor Road, Thornton Heath)  

Hanukkah

Hanukkiah

Miracle

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do people celebrate good over evil?
Year 2 - Autumn 2

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-hinduism-rama-and-sita/ztpyp4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-hinduism-rama-and-sita/ztpyp4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-ks1-ks2-hinduism-rama-and-sita/ztpyp4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-the-story-of-hanukkah/z9jqkty 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-the-story-of-hanukkah/z9jqkty 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/assemblies-the-story-of-hanukkah/z9jqkty 
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to 
consider

Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What are 
some of the 
symbols and 
their meaning in 
Advent? 

•	 Four candles lit in advent

•	 Preparation for Christmas

•	 Represent: Hope, Faith, Joy and love

•	 Do you like waiting?

•	 How do you get ready for 
a special event?

The different meaning for each 
week of advent Christmas 
celebration around the world

Find out about how lights are used 
at Christmas 

Make own small advent wreathes

Decorate candles to represent Hope 
Faith, Joy and Love

Advent

Wreath

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do people celebrate good over evil?
Year 2 - Autumn 2
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Why do you 
think light is 
important in 
these festivals?

Symbol - something that 
represents concept or belief.

•	 Do you like waiting?

•	 How do you get ready for a 
special event?

What are some of the symbols 
we’ve learned about?

How could you represent light in each 
religion?

Advent

Wreath 

How do 
Christians 
celebrate 
Christmas? 

What are the similarities and 
differences with your own 
Christmas?

•	 What is important at 
Christmas?

•	 What symbols are common to 
the world celebrations?

How Christmas is celebrated?

What are the religious parts of 
Christmas? What does it mean to a 
believer to celebrate Christmas?

What do non-Christians do at 
Christmas time? 

What are the religious/ secular symbols 
on cards?  
 
Sort out cards. 
 
Or give each group a set of cards (a set 
of religious, a set of animal based, a set 
of Father Christmas etc) and they have 
to work out what is important in the 
festival or

Sequence the story of Christmas from 
the cards

Selection of Christmas cards

A different way to explore Christmas 
through the year groups is in the 
Introduction pages

Ideas for Christmas are in the 
Introduction pages

Religious

Secular

symbols

Can you 
compare the 
Festivals of 
light?

Recap on festivals of Diwali, 
Hanukkah and Christmas

•	 Why is light used as a symbol?

Can you explain what you think are 
the important things about festivals 
that you have learned this half 
term?

Diamond 9 activity in small groups

9 suggestions which pupils make 
arrange in a Diamond shape (I,2,3 2,1 ) 
in order of importance 

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do people celebrate good over evil?
Year 2 - Autumn 2
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Glossary
YEAR 2

Diwas
A day of rest and renewal, devoted to worship and rest from work.
Orthodox Jews observe this from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday.

Hanukkah
Hanukkah is the Jewish Festival of Lights. The word ‘Hanukkah’ means ‘Dedication’ in Hebrew. It celebrates a miracle that happened in Jerusa-
lem over 2,000 years ago.

Hanukkiah Hanukkiah is a candle stick with 8 candles one lit on each night of the festival.

Miracle an extraordinary and welcome event that is not explicable by natural or scientific laws and is therefore attributed to a divine agency.

Advent Advent meaning waiting- the time from 1st December until 25th December that Christians prepare for the festival of Christmas.

Wreath An Advent wreath has 5 candles one is lit each Sunday of Advent in churches.

Year 2 - Autumn 2
How do people celebrate good over evil?
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 2

•	I can identify and describe the lights in the three 
festivals

•	I can discuss and compare the significance of light 
in the festivals of Diwali, Hanukkah and Advent.

•	I can explain why light is a symbol for good over 
evil in these festivals.
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YEAR 1
 
 

Who do you talk to if you need help?

YEAR 2

What a child needs to know and remember by the end 
of the unit:

•	The value in communicating needs.

•	Understand that for religious people praying is 

talking to God about their needs.

•	There are many different forms of prayer.

•	There are many different ways to pray.

     What a child should be able to do: (Assessment)

•	Children can describe how people pray in each of the 
religions.

•	Children understand that prayer can be personal and 
take many forms: thanks, asking for help, saying sorry, 
conversation.

•	Children can discuss the places people like to pray or 
think. 

   Background knowledge for teachers:

Prayer can be personal or corporate in most religions: 
individual, family, congregational.

Corporate prayer can follow a set pattern.

Prayer can take many forms including: Intercession- 
praying for others, Repentance- saying sorry

Some religions meditate or have quiet reflection rather 
than prayer.

 

Sensitivities 
Not everyone prays  

Not everyone  
prays to God

 
Questions 

to consider:
What do you think praying is for? 

Do we all need quiet times?

Why is prayer important to Christians?

What are some of the ways Muslims show 
the importance of God (Allah).

How do Hindus pray?

How does prayer influence Jewish daily 
life?

Why do some people pray? 

 

British 
Values 

Addressed 
 Respect 

and tolerance

School 
Values 

Addressed
Communication

Respect

 

Core 
Concept

Express ideas on how 

prayer helps religious 

communities support 

each other

AT2
Does everyone pray? 

What is prayer?  
What is the purpose of 

prayer?  
Is it important to 

pray? 

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Adhan, Salah, 
Repent, Shema 

Key words:

•	Prayer, Praise, 
Community, 
Personal

Prior knowledge
•	Home worship and prayer| Places of 

worship

Year 2 Spring 1 - What is important to people?
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Key question 
for the 
lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching 
Activities and 

resources
Vocabulary

What do 
you think 
praying is 
for? 

Do we all 
need quiet 
times? 

 
Prayer is when 
people  
give their 
attention to God.

Prayer is like a 
conversation.

Prayer is when 
people ask for 
the things they 
need, or to ask 
for advice or 
guidance.

Resource sheet- 
what helps 
people to pray 

•	 Who do you talk to when you need help?

•	 Do you need a special place to be quiet and think?

Who do we talk to when we need help, advice, 
comfort, encouragement?

Look at pictures of people at football matches, war 
memorials, the Wailing wall.  Why might they be 
praying?  What are they praying for?

Use some brick effect 
wallpaper to make 
a prayer or thought 
wall 

Listen to some music 
and write down ideas 
that come into your 
mind 

Inspirational posters 

Display of pictures

Football match, 
war memorial, 
national memorials, 
cenotaphs, quiet 
garden, wailing wall.

Pray

Prayer

Why is 
prayer and 
important 
for many 
Christians?

Prayer is a 
conversation with 
God and there are 
many different 
kinds of prayer.

Daily private 
prayer is 
encouraged,

•	 Why do people fast and pray? 

•	 How does prayer or time to reflect improve the quality of 
a person?

•	 What sort of situations might make you want to pray?

•	 Is prayer a personal or communal activity?

•	 Look at artefacts:

•	 Prayer beads, prayer book, the Bible, Icons

•	 What do Christians say/do and how do they pray?

•	 What is the purpose of prayers?

•	 Do you need special places to go to, to pray or think?

Why do people fast and pray? 

How does prayer or time to reflect improve the 
quality of a person?

What sort of situations might make you want to 
pray?

Is prayer a personal or communal activity?

Look at artefacts:

Prayer beads, prayer book, the Bible, Icons

What do Christians say/do and how do they pray?

What is the purpose of prayers?

Do you need special places to go to, to pray or think?

When might a 
Christian do a fast? 

Design a place to 
pray

 Egg for Babcha – 
Bridges to Religion 
Series ISBN 
0435304038 

My Christian Faith – A 
Seaman and A Brown 
ISBN 9780237518590 

Prayer beads, prayer 
book, the Bible, Icons 

Denomination

Communal

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Who do you talk to if you need help?
Year 2 Spring 1
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Key question  
for the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What are some 
of the ways 
that Muslims 
show how 
important God 
(Allah) is? 

Muslims believe that 
your body is useless 
without your soul and 
therefore in the same 
way as you feed your 
body you should feed 
your inner self by prayer. 

The first pillar of Islam 
is the Shahadah which 
is a statement of belief 
and which is whispered 
to new born Muslim 
babies along with the 
call to prayer as the first 
sounds which they hear. 

•	 What do Muslims say/do and how do they 
pray? 

•	 Do you need special places to go to, to pray 
or think? 

•	 Is prayer a personal or communal activity? 

•	 Salah – pillar of Islam

•	 Muslims pray at five set times a day wherever 
they are. 

•	 Find out about the call to Prayer. Research the 
story of Bilal.

•	 The prophet Mohammad said, ‘Prayer is a 
refreshing stream into which you dip five 
times a day’

What do Muslims say/do and how do they pray? 

Do you need special places to go to, to pray or 
think? 

Is prayer a personal or communal activity? 

Salah – pillar of Islam

Muslims pray at five set times a day wherever 
they are. 

 Find out about the call to Prayer. Research the 
story of Bilal.

The prophet Mohammad said, ‘Prayer is a 
refreshing stream into which you dip five times 
a day’

Watch a clip of Muslim 
prayers 

Make a prayer diary for 
Muslim of the times to 
pray.

Design a prayer mat

I am a Muslim ISBN 
0863131387  

Resource Sheet- Story 
of Bilal 

Ritual washing, ra’kahs. 
Prayer mat, the Qu’ran, 
prayer beads.

Adhan – the 
call to prayer

Salah 

Shahadah

How do Hindus 
pray?

In the home there is 
usually a shrine to the 
favourite deities of the 
family.  People of the 
Hindu faith worship in 
their homes and in the 
Mandir. 

Arti is an expression 
of one’s complete & 
unconditional love 
towards God. It is also 
performed to: Praise 
God, Express gratitude, 
Ask forgiveness, Request 
from God

•	 What is the purpose of prayer?

•	 What do Hindus say/do and how do they 
pray?

•	 Do you need special places to go to, to pray 
or think?

 
Puja takes place each morning at the shrine 
and the worship may include hymns, offerings, 
meditation and reading from a Hindu scripture.

Watch clip of Puja.

When might a Christian 
do a fast? 

Design a place to pray

 Egg for Babcha – 
Bridges to Religion 
Series ISBN 
0435304038 

My Christian Faith – A 
Seaman and A Brown 
ISBN 9780237518590 

Prayer beads, prayer 
book, the Bible, Icons  

Puja

Arti

Shrine

Deity

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Who do you talk to if you need help?
Year 2 Spring 1
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Key question  
for the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

How does 
prayer 
influence 
Jewish daily 
life?

Prayers are said at 
the Synagogue every 
weekday. 

The prayer book is called 
the siddur and contains 
different types of prayer 
including the Shema, 
which affirms belief 
in One God, which is 
repeated morning and 
night. 

Recall from Autumn 
Term that The Shema is 
rolled up in the mezuzah 
and placed on the 
doorposts of Jewish 
homes.

•	 What is prayer? 

•	 What is the purpose of prayer? 

•	 Is it important to pray?

Set prayers to be said as well as prayers for 
many occasions, such as seeing the new moon, 
for food and drink or setting out on a journey 
so that faith and prayer permeates the whole of 
life.

Prayer book (siddur) 

The Torah,

 Mezzuzah recap briefly 
from Autumn, 

Tefillin -are boxes 
containing the Shema 
that Jewish men tie 
to themselves while 
praying.

Shema

Mezuzah

Siddur

Synagogue

Why do some 
people pray? 

Religious groups pray 
together.

Prayers can be led by a 
priest or other leader.

Prayer can be private.

Prayers can be recited or 
personal.

•	 What sort of situations might make you want 
to pray? 

•	 Is it important to pray?

•	 Do you have to be religious to pray?

•	 Does prayer work? What evidence would we 
need to find out?

What is the purpose of prayer?  What things do 
people pray for?

Could a piece of writing, a picture or music be 
the basis of a prayer or inspire prayer? 

Discuss situations where people might feel the 
need to pray.

Make a montage of 
pictures as a stimulus 
for prayer 

Design a prayer room 
– what would it need 
– music, a candle, 
pictures?

Inspire

Stimulus

Prayer

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Who do you talk to if you need help?
Year 2 Spring 1
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Glossary
YEAR 2

Deities Gods and Goddesses which are manifestations of the supreme spirit, Brahman.

Murtis Religious Statues.

Salah To Pray.

Shahadah The Muslim profession of faith (‘there is no god but Allah, and Muhammed  is the messenger of Allah’), one of the Five Pillars of Islam.

Shema
Deuteronomy 6:4 Jewish proffession of faith found inside the mezuzah.
Siddur- the jewish Prayer book.

Mezuzah Small case with the Shema inside that is placed on the doorpost of Jewish homes.

Puja A devotional worship.

Year 2 Spring 1
Who do you talk to if you need help?
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 2

•	Children can describe how people pray in each of 
the religions.

•	Children understand that prayer can be personal 
and take many forms: thanks, asking for help, 
saying sorry, conversation.

•	Children can discuss the places people like to pray 
or think.
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YEAR 1
 
 

Why are some books special? 

YEAR 2

What a child needs to know and remember by the end 
of the unit:

•	The name of the Holy Book for each religion.

•	How the Holy Book is treated by each religion.

•	Why some books are important to us.

 

What a child should be able to do: (Assessment)

•	Children know that religions have special books that 
help them learn about God.

•	Children can identify the different Holy Books and say 
how they are treated by believers. 

•	Children can explain how different faiths show 
reverence to their Holy Books with reference to the 
Torah and Qur’an  
 

 Background knowledge for teachers:

Torah scrolls, Hebrew: Christianity: Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible, translated: Islam: Qur’an, 
Arabic: Hinduism: Bhagavad Gita, Vedas and 
Upanishads, Sanskrit. All treated with reverence. 

 

 
Sensitivities 

All books should be 
treated with care and 
respect. Be mindful of 
book placement. (i.e. 

on the floor is not 
appropriate) 

 
Questions 

to consider:
What different kinds of books  

do you read?

What is the special book for Jewish 
people? How is it treated in the Synagogue?

What is the Holy book that Christians follow? 

What is the special book for Muslims and 
how is it treated?

What are the books and special 
stories that some Hindus follow?

What makes a book 
special?

 
British Values 

Addressed 
 

Respect

School 
Values 

Addressed
Respect

Tolerance 

Core 
Concept

To understand how Holy 

writings are treated by 

faith groups.

AT2
How do books guide 

your life? Where and how 
do we keep special books? 

Why are some books 
special? How are special 

books and objects 
shown respect? 

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Upanishads, Bible, 
Torah, Quaran, 
Bhagavad Gita,  
Vedas 

Key words:

•	Scroll, Language

Prior knowledge
•	In Year One children will have looked at 

some of the stories from these religious 
texts.

Year 2 Spring 2 - What is important to people?
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What different 
kinds of books do 
you read?

Books in a library 
can be Fiction, 
Information, 
Guidance, Poetry, 
autobiography, 
Reference.

Different purposes

•	 Why do we need different kinds of books?

•	 When would we need this book?

•	 If I wanted to know how to cook a birthday 
cake what kind of book would I need?

•	 Where else can we find information?

Explore the different kinds of book 
available in class or library.

Make a list of different genres.

Can children think of any other types of 
books – atlases, car manual, comics

Discuss when we need these different kinds 
of books.

Reorganise class library, 
making new headings

Make own class reference 
book with a page from 
each child on a subject of 
their choice.  Encourage 
children to be as original as 
possible.

Selection of books from 
different genres from the 
school library. Display: 
Recipe book, car manual, 
comics, atlas, London 
guidebook, magazines

Autobiography,  
 
guidance

 
 
What is the 
special book for 
Jewish people? 
How is it treated 
in the Synagogue?

Sefer Torah and Yad. 

The Torah is Kept 
in Ark, dressed, 
and treated with 
respect. 

Written in Hebrew. 

Find out about the 
work of the scribe. 

Simchat Torah – 
festival.

•	 How do books guide your life? 

•	 Where and how do we keep special books?

•	 How long do you think a Torah scroll is? How 
could we find out? 

 
Investigate posters or DVD to see how the 
scroll is treated. 

Show children the Torah and explain it is 
made up of five special books 

Show a copy of the Old Testament 
explaining it is the same set of stories but 
that the Torah was written before and that 
it is this that Jews follow during worship to 
God. 

Find out how a Torah scroll is dressed and 
discuss why.

 
Make and appropriately 
decorate own scrolls with a 
special message inside.

Try writing some Hebrew 
words

My Jewish Faith – A Clark 
ISBN 023751897 

Posters showing the Sefer 
Torah  school,Religious 
artefacts in the classroom – 
P Gateshill and J Thompson 
ISBN 034057002 4 

Sefer Torah 
(The scroll 
or actual 
parchment 
on which 
the Torah is 
written)

Yad 

Ark 

Scroll 

Hebrew 

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Why are some books special?
Year 2 Spring 2
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is the 
Holy book that 
Christians follow? 

The Christian Bible is a 
Collection of 66 books made up 
of the Old and New Testament.

The Old Testament is the same 
as the Jewish Holy writings.

 The New Testament is the story 
of Jesus and how Christianity 
was begun. 

Written in New Testament Greek 
by a number of different people, 
but translated into different 
languages.

•	 What is special for us? What are 
our special books? 

•	 Have we ever carried an important 
message? 

•	 How is the Bible treated in a 
Church? 

•	 How a person might use the Bible 
daily? 

•	  Who wrote the Bible?

 
Look at and handle some different 
Bibles. Notice that there are many 
different versions of the Bible.

Refer back to Jewish Scriptures.  Old 
Testament is the same, both have 
stories about Noah, Joseph, Daniel, 
Jonah.

New Testament is the story of Jesus 
and how Christianity began.

Create an autobiography and 
write down the most important 
thing you know. 

Compile into a large book to show 
the idea of many books in on 

Beginners Bible ISBN 0310926106

Standing Firm for Jesus – Peter 
Rogers ISBN 1856082911

Lion Story Teller Bible ISBN 
780745929217 

A First Look at the Bible – L Rock 
ISBN 0745924980

Bible  
 
Old Testament 
 
New Testament   

 
 
What is the 
special book for 
Muslims and how 
is it treated?

Muslims believe it is the word of 
Allah revealed to Muhammed .

Translations exist but Muslims 
learn Arabic to be able to read 
and recite the Qur’an

Muslims treat the Qur’an with 
respect (e.g. by wrapping it in a 
cloth: placing it on a high shelf: 
using a Qur’an stand so that it is 
higher than other books). 

•	 Why are some books special? 

•	 How are special books and objects 
shown respect? 

 
Look at a copy of the Qur’an and 
learn that Muslims believe that it is 
the word of Allah.

Invite a speaker/listen to a clip - to 
explain and read from the Qur’an.

 
 
Make own wrapping for a favourite 
book.

Discuss how to look after the books 
in the class library

Practise some calligraphy

Copy of the Qur’an (St James the 
Great Primary school, Windsor 
Road, Thornton Heath) 

Qur’an stand /Posters of 
Calligraphic examples from the 
Qur’an.

Sefer Torah  
 
Qur’an  
 
Message 

Allah

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Why are some books special?
Year 2 Spring 2
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What are the 
books and special 
stories that some 
Hindus follow? 

More than one book of 
connected stories. 

Some stories about Krishna. 

Not all Hindus read the same 
texts.

•	 What is your special book? 

•	 What do you think happens in the 
world that is bad? Or good? 

•	 What can be done to stop bad 
things? 

 
Investigate stories of Krishna 
(Krishna’s birth, Krishna and the 
buttermilk etc) and discuss what 
some might mean. 

Importance of wheel of life: 
SAMSARA/REBIRTH how good 
deeds now will mean a better life 
after this life. 

Share most important text Bhagavad 
Gita explaining that the book holds 
many different but connected 
stories. 

Make own wheel of life with good 
deeds for the week

Vedic Stories – A Das ISBN 
0952749211 

Bhagavad Gita (St James the 
Great Primary school, Windsor 
Road, Thornton Heath)

Upanishads 

Bhagavad Gita 

Vedas

Ramayana

 
 
What makes a 
book special?

Torah Scrolls are dressed and 
kept in the Ark at the Synagogue

Qur’an is wrapped and kept on 
a stand so it is higher than other 
books

Bible is kept on a reading desk, 
however congregation may have 
own copy.

•	 How do books guide your life? 

•	 Where and how do we keep 
special books?

•	 Why are some books special? 

•	 How are special books and objects 
shown respect?

Which of your books would you save 
if you could only take two with you? 
Why?

What makes a book special? 
Comfort, reassurance, help, passed 
down through family?

How would you look after it?  Would 
you make a cover? Keep in a special 
place?

Make labels for class display – 
explaining why each book is there.

Make a cover for a special book

Make a presentation to the class on 
your special book

Add selection of artefacts and 
posters of Holy Books to class 
display of different books

Torah

Synagogue

Qur’an

Bible

Church

Bhagavad Gita

Temple

Teaching

Respect

Special

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

Why are some books special?
Year 2 Spring 2
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Glossary
YEAR 2

Sefer Torah The scroll or actual parchment on which the Torah is written

Yad A pointer used when reading the Torah

Ark Where the Torah scrolls are kept in the Synagogue

Torah
Qur’an
Bible

Holy writings of Jwish, Muslim and Christian people

 
Ramayana
Bhagavad Gita
Upanishads 
Vedas

Holy writings of many Hindus

Year 2 Spring 2
Why are some books special?
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 2

•	Children know that religions have special books 
that help them learn about God.

•	Children can identify the different Holy Books and 
say how they are treated by believers. 

•	Children can explain how different faiths show 
reverence to their Holy Books with reference to 
the Torah and Qur’an.
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YEAR 1
 
 

How do you show someone is important?

YEAR 2

What a child needs to know and remember by the end 
of the unit:

•	Describe how different religions worship.

•	Know what worship can mean for different religions. 

 

What a child should be able to do: (Assessment)

•	Talk about what many people think about what God is 
like.

•	Describe how religious people worship God at home 
and places of worship, compare to see what is the 
same. Explain why people worship God.  What is 
worship? 
 

 Background knowledge for teachers:

Worship’ means to have or show a strong feeling of 
respect and admiration for God. ‘To worship’ means 
attending a religious ceremony and can include songs, 
sharing a reading from the inspirational book, and 
prayers. Opportunity to recap on prior learning in KS1 – 
places of worship, home worship, belief in God, prayer.

 

 
 

Sensitivities 
 

Worship of a 
deity 

 
Questions 

to consider:
How do we show someone  

is important?

What does worship mean?

 How do Jewish people worship God?

 How do Muslims worship God (Allah)?

 How do Christians worship God?

How do Hindus Worship God?

Do Humanists worship? 

 What have we found out 
about worship?

 
British Values 

Addressed 
 

Respect, Tolerance 
Individual liberties

School 
Values 

Addressed
Respect 

Curiosity 

Core 
Concept

To suggest ideas of 
the different ways 
people worship.

AT2
How do we praise? How 

does God communicate with 

people? What do our actions 

mean?  Why do we sing? What 

does worship mean to you? 

Why do people chant 

together?

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Hymn, Deity 

Key words:

•	Worship, Praise, 
Honour

Prior knowledge
•	Places of worship| Home worship| 

Belief about God| Learning on prayer

Year 2 - Summer 1 - What is important to people?
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

How do we show 
someone is 
important?

People can be 
important to us 
because of their 
achievements, 
their position, their 
influence.

•	 How do we treat famous people/ celebrities?

Choose some famous people or historical 
figures and discuss how they might inspire 
or influence others.

What qualities do they have?

How are they treated?

Make a collage of people 
that are important in their 
lives.

Write words to describe 
their favourite celebrity, 
character etc.

Inspire

Influence

Admire

Follow

 
 
What does 
worship mean?

‘Worship’ means 
to have or show 
a strong feeling 
of respect and 
admiration for God.

•	 What is worship?

•	 Why do people worship God?

 
How do people relate to famous people/
celebrities/influencers:

Admire, love, follow.

Copy their look, dress, attitude.

Listen to their advice, guidance. 

Are there any similarities with worship of a 
deity? 

 
 
 
Discussion about how we 
feel about special people in 
our own lives and how we 
can show them that.  Draw 
that person and write words 
or stick words cut out words 
from newspapers saying why 
they are special, around the 
image.

Worship

Respect

Influence

Belief

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do you show someone is important?
Year 2 Summer 1
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

How do Jewish 
people worship 
God?

Sabbath prayers

Attend synagogue

Read Torah

Hanukkah and 
Passover remember 
God’s provision.

(investigated in 
another unit)

•	 How do we show respect?

Look at first part of the Shema:

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
strength.’

Give examples of what this could mean.

 
Look at a Torah scroll and 
how it is ‘dressed up’ within 
the Synagogue.

Look at What Is Judaism? 
- BBC Bitesize and discuss 
what you have found out

The Uninvited Guest – N 
Jaffe ISBN 059044533

A Day of Rest – L Broadbent 
& J Logan ISBN 1851751823

My Jewish Faith – A Clark 
ISBN 023751897	

Jewish Synagogue – L 
Rosenburg ISBN 0713643882

What Is Judaism? - BBC 
Bitesize 

Shema

Synagogue

Torah

Hanukkah

Passover

 
How do Muslims 
worship God 
(Allah)?

Five Pillars of Islam 
– essential acts of 
Worship

Prophet Muhammed  
is respected not 
worshipped. 
Muslims do not have 
images of Allah or 
Prophet Muhammed 
.

•	 How do we show respect?

•	 What is important to you

 
Shahadah- declaration of Faith

Salah- ritual prayer five times a a day.

Zakat- giving a portion of a Muslim’s wealth 
to those in need.

Sawm- Fasting during the Holy month of 
Ramadan

Hajj- pilgrimage to Mecca

Illustrate 5 pillars

I am a Muslim ISBN 
0863131387

‘My Muslim Faith’ (rainbows 
big book) _ Evans ISBN: 
0237 52014 1

The Five Pillars

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do you show someone is important?
Year 2 Summer 1
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

How do Christians 
worship God?

Think about the 
importance of 
worship at home/in 
Church.

Worship in most 
denominations will 
include singing 
hymns, bible 
reading, prayers and 
a sermon delivered 
by a minister.

•	 How do we praise?

•	 How does God communicate with people?

•	 What do our actions mean? Why do we sing? 

From a range of posters identify key 
features of a church and discuss what 
happens at each.

 
Investigate a range of 
posters and decide what the 
actions are expressing.

• Visiting Places of Worship 
–P Gateshill and J Thompson 
ISBN 0-340-75794-9

• Come Sunday – N Grimes 
ISBN 0802851347 

• Christianity Photopack – D 
Rose ISBN 1852767650 

• The Lord’s Prayer – L Rock 
ISBN 0745939015 

Hymn

Praise

 
 
How do Hindus 
Worship?

It is believed that by 
chanting mantras 
(like the Gayatri 
mantra, which is a 
secret mantra) and 
firmly establishing 
it in the mind, if you 
carry on your life 
and do the work 
that is ordained for 
you, your life will be 
full of happiness

•	 Why do Hindus chant together?

The Gayatri mantra is one of the oldest and 
most powerful of Sanskrit mantras.

It refers to that mantra which rescues the 
chanter from all adverse situations that 
may lead to mortality.

Find out about the Guyatri 
mantra.

Cards and artefacts with 
Aum on them.

Hindu Story and Symbol – J 
Rose BFSS.

Guyatri 

Mantra 

Chant

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do you show someone is important?
Year 2 Summer 1
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Do Humanists 
Worship?  

Humanists do 
not believe in a 
God. They believe 
it is possible 
to live a good 
and fulfilling life 
without following a 
traditional religion. 
They do not follow 
a holy book either. 
Instead, Humanists 
value traits like 
reason and rely on 
science to explain 
the way things are.

•	 Where do Humanists gather together?

The responsibility to make the most of our 
potential and encourage other people to 
do the same 

 Celebrating our abilities and many of our 
achievements

Humanists are people who believe it is 
possible to lead good and happy lives 
without the need to believe in a god

Look at the Golden Rule 
sheet

All religions and humanists 
have a similar Golden Rule

Think of 3 things you can 
do to make people happy

Science

 
 
What have we 
found out about 
worship?

Recap the facts
•	 What have we found out about worship?

 
Discuss what people think about God from 
their learning

Can we describe how religious people 
worship God.

Explain why people worship God and why 
some people do not worship any God

List the different ways that 
people worship

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

How do you show someone is important?
Year 2 Summer 1
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Glossary
YEAR 2

 
Shema
Synagogue
Torah 

Shema- an important prayer indicating the Love of God to Jewish people
Synagogue the place of worship for Jewish people
Torah the Holy writings of the Jewish people

Hanukkah
Passover

Two of the celebrations of the Jewish people that show the Love of God

Guyatri mantra A secret chant or mantra of the Hindu people

How do you show someone is important?
Year 2 Summer 1
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 2

•	Talk about what many people think about what 
God is like.

•	Describe how religious people worship God at 
home and places of worship, compare to see what 
is the same.

•	 Explain why people worship God. What is 
worship?
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YEAR 1
 
 

What is special?

YEAR 2

What a child needs to know and remember by the end 
of the unit:

•	That places, occasions and things can be special to us.

•	To describe why some things are special.

•	To know that religions have special occasions – 

festivals: and things – artefacts. 

 

What a child should be able to do: (Assessment)

•	Children can talk about what is special to them – 
describing times, places and things that are important.

•	share ideas on what is special to people in religions 
including festivals, artefacts and places of worship.

•	Explain what makes something special and why. 
 

 Background knowledge for teachers:

Special places: Temple, church, mosque, synagogue

Special Times: Festivals, rites of passage

Special Objects: Artefacts connected to religion 
including sacred tests. 

 
 

Sensitivities 
Different things are 

special to different 

people, tact is 

sometimes 

needed.

 
 Questions to 

consider:
Why do people have different 

beliefs, experiences and feelings?

What sort of things do people have 
that are special to them?

What are the special things found in 
religious people’s homes?

What food do you have on 
special celebration days?

What is special to you? 

 
British Values 

Addressed 
 

Respect

School 
Values 

Addressed
Respect

Tolerance

 

Core 
Concept

To ask questions and 
give opinions about 

what is special in 
their lives

AT2 
How do we look after  

special things?  

How should we care for other 
 people’s things? 

What is special to your friends  
and family? 

 Do you have special family 
objects in your house? 

What makes it 
special?

Specific Vocabulary:

•	Artefacts, Festivals 

Key words:

•	Places of worship | 
Occasion| Beliefs

Prior knowledge
•	Places of worship| Festivals

Year 2 Summer 2 - What is important to people?
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

Why do 
people have 
different beliefs, 
experiences and 
feelings?

To understand 
that people 
have a variety of 
experiences that are 
special to them.

•	 What makes things special?

 
Circle Time sharing ideas of special things.

Use a range of posters to 
identify different beliefs, 
experiences i.e. my 
neighbours’ religion.

 

Make a display of children’s 
special experiences. 

You Are Very Special – S Box  
ISBN 0745942695

• Badger’s Party – S Varley 
ISBN 00066445542

Experiences

Beliefs

 
 
What sort of 
things do people 
have that are 
special to them?

To understand 
that people have 
a variety of things 
that are important 
to them.

•	 How do we look after special things?

•	 How should we care for other people’s things?

•	 How do you

•	 treat your special belongings?

•	 Why are they special?

•	 What is special to your friends and family?

 
Explore stories that show the importance 
of special objects – eg ‘Dogger’ by Shirley 
Hughes.

Special places for important things.

Make a list of things that are 
important to you

Dogger –S Hughes ISBN 
0006614647

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

What is special?
Year 2 Summer 2
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What are the 
special things 
found in religious 
people’s homes?

To understand that 
for some people 
artefacts can have a 
special significance.

Prayers and Worship 
in the home at 
certain times.

•	 Why should we handle some artefacts with care 
and respect?

•	 Is there anything special in your house that 
shows you belong to a faith community?

•	 Do you have special family objects in your 
house?

 
Hindu home shrines.

Mezuzah on Jewish doors.

Palm cross, Bible verses, small cross or 
crucifix in the Christian Home.

Prayer mats, Calligraphy in the Muslim 
home.

 

Draw a house and in the 
bricks write/draw important 
functions of a home.

Investigate a range of 
posters to understand the 
role a home can play?

Create a class display 
(shrine) of things very 
important to the class.

Box of resources as above 
from St James the Great 
Thornton Heath

Mezuzah

Crucifix

Calligraphy

Shrine

 
 
What food do you 
have on special 
celebration days?

To understand that 
certain foods have 
special significance 
to people.

•	 What food do you have on special celebration 
days?

•	 What meals do your family prepare? Why? 
How?

•	 Why do you have those special foods.

 
Kosher food.

Halal Food.

Vegetarianism.

The concept of ahimsa.

Make a class display of food 
eaten at certain times e.g. 
birthday cake, dates, hot 
cross buns, matzah, etc.

• Identify why the food is 
special.

• Investigate a range of 
posters showing food eaten 
for religious purposes, e.g 
communion wafer

Kosher

Halal

ahimsa

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

What is special?
Year 2 Summer 2
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Key question for 
the lesson

Success criteria  
/ Key Facts

 Possible questions to consider Outline of teaching  Activities and resources Vocabulary

What is special to 
you?

Special places

Special times

Special people

Special objects

•	 How do we look after special things?

•	 What makes it special?

•	 Who is special?

•	 Where is your favourite place?

 
ecap the ideas from the first lesson on why 
people have different beliefs, experiences 
and feelings?

Can pupils think of more reasons now 
they have learned about different ideas of 
special? 

Draw and label a place or 
item that is very special to 
you and your family.

 

Photo montages

You Are Very Special – S 
Box  ISBN 0745942695

Scheme of learning
YEAR 2

What is special?
Year 2 Summer 2
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Glossary
YEAR 2

 
Kosher
Halal

Food prepared to exact rules for Jewish and Muslim people

Ahimsa  respect for all living things and avoidance of violence towards others.

What is special?
Year 2 Summer 2
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Assessment Opportunity
YEAR 2

•	To be able to talk about food they can think of for 
special occasions

•	 Describe food connected to religious festivals.

•	Explain why food can be special.
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Resources appendix
YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1

Attributes of Allah

Explaining Brahman -Teachers notes

 The 99 names of Allah

Blind men and The Elephant

Year 2 - Spring 1 

The Puja Ceremony

Story of Bilal

What Helps people to pray 

Judaism- The Torah
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YEAR 1
 
 

Attributes of Allah

YEAR 1

Year 2 - Autumn 1 - Resource Sheet 

•	Islam is an Arabic word which means ‘peace, submission and 
obedience’.

•	Followers of Islam are called Muslims. Muslim means ‘one who has 
submitted to God’.

•	The Arabic word for God is Allah.

•	The central belief of Islam is the existence of Allah. The universe 
exists because Allah brought it into existence. Allah is neither male 
nor female.

•	‘Allah is one, the eternal God. He begot none, nor is He begotten. 
None is equal to Him.

•	Holy Qur’an.’ Surah 112

•	‘He is Allah, the One, Allah is Eternal and Absolute. None is born of 
him, He is unborn. There is none like unto Him.’ Holy Qur’an.

•	Surah112

•	Muslims try to understand Allah through his qualities and 

Task 1
Children can 

brainstorm other names 

they know for God e.g. 

Brahman, Waheguru, 

God, Yaweh

Task 2
Look at the sheet of 

99 names. Look up the 

meaning of some in a 

dictionary. What would 

Allah do to show the 

characteristic?

Task 3
Look at a suba,  

Muslim prayer beads 

which have 99 beads 

 one for each of Allah’s 

names

Task 2
Write the name 

on a card with the 
characteristic on the  

other side and hang up 
round the room.
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YEAR 1
 

Explaining Brahman - Teachers notes

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1 - Resource Sheet 

‘There is only one God, who resides deep inside all objects and beings. He is everywhere and the inner self of all’.  (Svetashvatara Upanishad 6: 11)

God is like the root of a tree — by doing good things you serve God who is at the root of everything.

‘That which is one, the wise call by many names. (Rig Veda)

These words sum up the basis of what is believed by most Hindus about the nature of the Supreme Being known as Brahman. 

He is unlimited, the source and power of all life (omnipotent) and is all- knowing (omniscient).

Hindus also describe Brahman as the ultimate reality which pervades the universe and is within everything (omnipresent). 

The atman (real self or soul) in all living things is a tiny  fragment of Brahman and is eternal.

Many Hindus believe that when they reach moksha (their final liberation) they will be reunited with God.

The universe is constantly going through the pattern of birth, growth, and death. The three most important functions of God within this world 
relate to this continuous cycle of life.

These three have corresponding Deities known together as the Trimurti and are represented by Brahma (not to be confused with Brahman) as 
the creator, Vishnu the preserver and Shiver the destroyer.

The Trimurti are believed to control the three qualities of goodness, passion and ignorance which permeate and regulate all matter. God 
has many ways of acting and being known, he creates new worlds and universes in the form of Brahma. Without Gods actions life could not 
continue, when evil threatens the world Vishnu comes to fight it. He has come ten times in different forms called Avatars, two of these have been 
Krishna and Rama.

When the world and the universe have come to an end God takes the form of Shiva who destroys the old so new life can grow.
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YEAR 1
 

The 99 names of Allah

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1 - Resource Sheet 

The Merciful One

The Compassionate

The King

The Holy One

The Peace

The Faithful

The Overseer

The Mighty

The Almighty

The Justly Proud

The Creator

The Maker

The Fashioner

The Pardoner

The Overcomer

The Bestower

The Provider

The Opener

The Forgiving

The Grateful

The High One

He who is Great

The Guardian

The Nourisher

The Reckoner

The Majestic

The Generous

The Watcher

He who answers

The Comprehensive

The Wise

The Loving One

The Glorious

The Raiser (of the 

dead)

The Witness

The Truth

The Eternal

The Powerful

He who is Able

The Advancer

The Retarder

The First

The Last

The Evident

The Hidden

The Governor

The Exalted

The Beneficent

The Forgiver

The Avenger

He who pardons

The Kindly One

Ruler of the 

Kingdom

Lord of Majesty and 

Generosity

He who knows

The Restrainer

The Extender

The Humbler

The Exalter

The Empowerer

The Abaser

The Hearer

He who sees

The Judge

The Just

The Kindly One

The Well-informed

The Forbearing

The Great One

The Advocate

He who is Strong

He who is Firm

The Patron

The Praiseworthy

The Numberer

The Commencer

The Restorer

The Life-giver

The Death-giver

The Living One

The Self-subsistent

The Discoverer

The Sublime

The One

The Equitable

The Gatherer

The Rich One

The Enricher

The Giver

The Defender

The Distresser

The Advantager

The Light

The Guide

The Incomparable

He who abides

The Inheritor

The Director

The Long-suffering
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YEAR 1
 

The Blind men and The Elephant

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Autumn 1 - Resource Sheet 

Once upon a time there were six wise men who  lived together in a small town. The 
six wise men enjoyed discussing the ways of the world but they were all blind. 

One day an elephant was brought to town. The six wise men wanted to see the 
elephant, but how could they?

“I know”, said the first man “we will feel it”.

“Good idea”, said the others. “then we will know what an elephant is like”.

So, the six men went to see the elephant.

The first one touched the elephant’s big, flat ear. He felt it move slowly back and 
forth. “The elephant is like a fan”, he cried.

The second man was feeling the elephant’s big strong legs. “He is like a tree”, he 
cried.

“You’re both quite wrong”, said the third man who was feeling the elephant’s tail. 
“It is quite obviously like a piece of rope”.

Just then the fourth man pricked himself on the elephant’s sharp tusk. “Oh, the 
elephant is like a sharp spear”. He cried out.

“No, no,” cried the fifth wise man, who was feeling along the elephant’s side as he 
spoke. “He’s like a high wall”.

The sixth man was holding the elephant’s trunk. “You are all wrong, the elephant 
is quite like a snake”, he said. “No, no, like a rope”, “Snake”,  “Wall”,  “Fan”, “Tree” 
“Spear”, “You’re wrong” “I’m right”

The six men shouted at each other for an hour, 

and they never found out what an elephant was like.
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YEAR 1
 

The Puja Ceremony

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Spring 1 - Resource Sheet 

The Puja ceremony is performed at the home shrine, or Grumandir, 
and at the Mandir. It involves all the senses. The Puja tray is an 
important part of the home shrine.

The home shrine is generally found in a quiet part of the Hindu 
home.  On the shrine there will generally be pictures or murtis of the 
favourite household deities. 

There may be a picture of a Hindu saint or teacher. The Hindu 
symbol AUM and possibly a book of Hindu scripture such as the 
Bhagavad Gita. Fruit or nuts to offer to the deity. Mala or prayer 
beads.

 It is decorated with garlands and tinsel and will have a wall hanging 
and pictures hanging up.

The Puja Tray contains: 

•	A pot of Kum Kum powder – for putting a red mark on the 
forehead of the deity and worshipper to symbolise good health.

•	A bell – to alert the deity to the presence of the worshipper. 

•	An incense stick holder – to make a pleasant smell for the deity 

•	A pot of water or milk – a symbol of purity to wash the deity. 

•	A spoon – to offer the milk or water to the deity and the 
worshipper. 

•	A diva – to symbolise enlightenment, to show a knowledge of what 
is good.   

Questions

Which of the senses relates to which object?

•	The worship starts with the bell being rung to wake the deity, the diva and 
the incense is lit and offerings of fruit or nuts are made.

•	Arti, or hymns, may be sung and prayers are said. The deity is washed and 
the kum kum powder is used.

•	The worshipper may use the mala to help with meditation or may meditate 
on a picture on the shrine.

•	Reading from the sacred writings may also be part of the worship.

•	It is easy to turn the role play area into a Hindu home with a home shrine.

•	Groups of children could make items for a mini shrine in a box, alternatively 
the children could bring in their own precious objects and make a class 
shrine of these.
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YEAR 1
 

Story of Bilal

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Spring 1 - Resource Sheet 

Bilal was an African slave who live in Makkah. His master worshipped 
many Gods and, as a slave, Bilal was supposed to do the same. 
However, he heard Muhammed  preaching and was moved to believe 
in the one God, Allah.

His master, Ummaya, was angry and punished Bilal in all sorts of 
ways, including putting him into an iron suit and leaving him in the 
blazing sun. Bilal kept repeating ‘One God. There is no God, but Allah 
and Muhammed  (PBUH) is His messenger’.

As he was about to die, he was rescued by Abu Bakr, Muhammed 
’s closest friend, and made a free man. He spent all his time with 
Muhammed  and his companions learning about Islam.

When the Muslims moved to Madinah the first Mosque was built. 
People went there to pray but were often late, as there was no 
way to call them to prayer. One night one of Muhammed ’s close 
friends had a dream in which a man wearing green clothes said 
the following words from the roof of the Mosque and after began 
to  pray:

•	God is most great

•	God is most great

•	God is most great

•	God is most great

•	I testify that there is no god but God

•	There is no god but God

•	There is no god but God

•	I testify that Muhammed  is God’s Messenger

•	I testify that Muhammed  is God’s Messenger

•	Come to prayer

•	Come to prayer

•	Come to salvation

•	Come to salvation

•	God is most great

•	God is most great

•	There is no god but God

•	There is no god but God 

When Muhammed heard about the dream, he agreed that it had been a 
vision. He chose Bilal to be the one to call the people to prayer, as he said 
he was a man of paradise and had a strong, sweet voice. He was the first 
muezzin and the call to prayer is called the adhan.

All mosques have a tower, called a minaret, at the side from where the 
people are called to prayer five times a day.
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YEAR 1

What Helps people to pray 

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Spring 1 - Resource Sheet 

Prayer can take the form of:

•	A conversation with your God

•	Thankfulness

•	Supplication

•	Meditation

•	Adoration

 
Questions to ask

•	What is prayer?

•	What is the purpose of prayer?

•	Is it important to pray?

•	What sort of people pray?

•	What do they say/do and how do they pray?

•	How many times and when do people pray?

•	How does prayer or time to reflect improve the quality of a person?

•	Do we need quiet times during the day?

•	What sort of situations might make you want to pray?

•	Do you need special places to go to, to pray or think?

•	Is prayer a personal or communal activity?

General Activities

•	Could a piece of writing, a picture or music be the basis of a prayer or 
inspire prayer?

•	Look at pictures and respond in discussion and written work

•	Paint own picture or abstract to show prayer

•	Make a montage of pictures as a stimulus for prayer

•	Listen to music and write down ideas that come into your mind

•	Read or listen to poetry and discuss whether it could be used as a prayer 
or provoke prayerful thoughts

•	Younger children could listen to stories about special, secret places

•	Look at stories of Saints, how did their prayer and devotion change their 
lives.

•	Make a prayer tree or a thought tree.

•	Use some brick effect wallpaper to make a prayer or thought wall

•	Look at pictures of people who are praying

•	and discuss why they are, pictures of people at football matches, war 
memorials, the Wailing wall are particularly good.

•	Make a Buddhist prayer flag or tie thoughts to a tree or bush in the 
playground.
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YEAR 1

Judaism - The Torah

YEAR 2

Year 2 - Spring 1 - Resource Sheet 

The most important Holy writings are called the Tenakh, this name 
is made up of,

Te: Torah The five books of Moses

Na: Nevi’im The writings of the prophets

Kh: Kentuvim Psalms, Proverbs and Job

The word Torah means teaching, instruction, and law and is most 
important. It contains the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy. It is the word of God and treated with 
honour and respect. The message given to Moses and the rules for 
living are within the Torah. The Talmud explains how to follow them.

There are 613 mitzvot, laws, 365 negative and 248 positive 
commandments, from which the Ten commandments come..

The Torah is written in Hebrew on a parchment scroll by a scribe, or 
sofer, and wound round two wooden rollers. It must not have any 
mistakes and when read a Yad or pointer is used as the scroll must 
not be touched. In the synagogue it is the most sacred object and is 
dressed in special cloth and kept in a cupboard called the Holy Ark. 
The Sefer Torah is read at the synagogue during worship, the annual 
cycle of reading is celebrated at Simchat Torah when the last part of 
Deuteronomy is read and the first part of Genesis is started again. It 
is also studied in the home.

The most important part of the Torah is the Shema, from 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, a statement of the faith of the Jews. It is put in a 
tefillin, a box, which is strapped to the forearm and forehead during 
prayer by some Jews. The Shema is also found in the Mezuzah, a 
special container found on the doorposts of Jewish homes.

The Talmud, or oral law, is made up of the Mishnah, the first writing of the 
oral law and the Gemara, which is a commentary on the Mishnah.

•	● Look at the Shema and discuss why it is important to Jews.

•	● Link the 10 commandments to the rules found in other Holy writings.

•	● Make a class Mezuzah containing a statement of intent by each child.

•	● Visit a synagogue and see the Sefer Torah
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