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POLICY FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 
 
RATIONALE 

 
The main reasons for developing a policy for teaching and learning is to ensure continuity over the 
primary age range, to provide high quality teaching and to instil a life-long passion for learning.   
 
The main areas for continuity are: - 
 
1. Classroom management and organisation 

 
2. Teaching methods 

 
3. Approaches to planning 

 
4. Assessment and record keeping 

 
5. Relationships with children 

 
6. Use of adults  

 
 
HOW THE POLICY WAS DEVELOPED 
 
 The policy was developed by the whole staff through collaboration, consultation and examining 

existing classroom practice.   
 
 
AIMS OF THE POLICY 
 

 To implement effective teaching and good classroom practice. 
 

 To adopt common approaches to planning, teaching, assessment and record keeping. 
 

 To provide relevant contexts for learning within a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 

 To provide a stimulating learning environment. 
 

 To support all children to realise their potential and provide equal opportunities. 
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 To foster positive caring attitudes in relationships with others. 
 

 To encourage high personal expectations and achievements. 
 

 To encourage independence and a sense of responsibility. 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S NEEDS 
 
Children need: - 
 

 To develop their knowledge, skills and understanding within a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 

 To develop a sense of purpose and responsibility and learn independence. 
 

 To have learning planned for them which is relevant, challenging and at an appropriate level. 
 

 To realise their potential. 
 

 To be praised, encouraged and motivated. 
 

 To develop self-esteem and self worth. 
 

 To have equal opportunities and access to the curriculum. 
 

 To learn to collaborate and co-operate with others. 
 

 To learn to value and respect others. 
 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
 
Classroom organisation and management 
 
Sound classroom organisation and management is the key to effective teaching and learning. 
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(a) Physical Environment 
 
Our classroons are welcome, interesting and stimulating environment. Creative and imaginative use of 
space is evident.  The arrangement of furniture facilitate the various activities in which children engage 
and enable them to move easily to learning areas, including assessing how the table arrangement allows a 
clear view of the interactive whiteboard (IWB). 

 
(b) Resources 
 
Resources are accessible and clearly labelled.  Children are encouraged to select and use materials in an 
appropriate way and they are given responsibility for caring for resources and keeping the classroom tidy.  
 
Resources to support learning e.g. times tables grids, number lines, ‘High Frequency Word’ lists,  
dictionaries and pupil targets should be easily accessible. 

 
 

 
 

Teaching Approaches 
 
A blend of whole class, group and individual teaching approaches are used. We always consider the 
learning needs of individual children. This determines the most appropriate teaching approach and the 
most effective use of the teacher’s time. Teachers emphasise the importance of British values within 
lessons and throughout the school and utilise the Gresham Learning Toolkit to enhance learning skills.  
 
Whole Class Teaching 
 
Purposes: 

 

 Introduce new skills or concepts. 

 Giving out general information and instructions. 

 Focussing attention of the whole class on one area without other distractions. 

 Promoting discussion. 

 Gives an opportunity for reflection on a class topic. 

 Encourages listening and responding in a wider group. 
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Group Teaching  
 
Purposes: 
 

 To introduce or reinforce a new skill or concept. 

 Gives opportunity for children to demonstrate their understanding in a particular area. 

 Gives opportunity for close observation of children and individual assessment. 

 Gives opportunity for children to work collaboratively and learn from others, at their 
own/appropriate level. 

 To deploy resources more effectively. 

 Gives confidence and security enabling all children to contribute and participate. 
 
Children are grouped according to various criteria.  We are flexible when grouping and consider the 
children’s needs and the nature of the task or activity to be undertaken. The composition of groups can 
be based upon friendship, mixed ability or children with a common need. 
 
It may be appropriate for some children to commence an activity/task independently whilst others are 
learning with an adult. This type of ‘split-class learning’ can also support children with particular needs 
(SEN) or those who require over-learning and consolidation.  
 
 
 
 
Individual Teaching  
Effective when children have special needs and require an individual programme of work, and for 
tailoring learning for each individual regardless of their starting point. 
 
Purposes:  
 

 Diagnosing specific learning difficulties. 

 Reinforcing and consolidating areas where a child has difficulty. 

 To extend and challenge a more able child. 

 To build confidence and self-esteem. 

 Can give child knowledge of own success. 

 For assessment. 
 
Collaborative Learning 
 
Collaborative learning involves two or more children actively involved in the same task or activity. It is 
important that children have opportunities for collaborative learning from Reception. 
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Learning collaboratively involves equal participation and children need to learn to: - 

 

 Share ideas. 

 Value and respect others’ opinions. 

 Share resources and materials. 

 Adopt appropriate strategies. 

 Reach common decisions. 

 Be flexible and willing to compromise. 

 Access each others’ work. 

 Support the learning of others. 

 Ask questions and feel confident without the help of the teacher. 
 
Teacher or teaching assistant intervention may be necessary at times to ask open-ended questions, 
encourage the interchange of ideas and guide the group, helping them to realise their objective. 

 
Use and Purpose of Display 

 
The classroom is a stimulating learning environment with displays that reflect the many areas of the 
curriculum. Children should be encouraged to make decisions about displays and given some 
responsibility in creating them. Displays should include learning from children of all abilities, so that each 
child feels their contribution is valued. All classrooms  display a maths and English ‘Learning Wall’, and the 
current IPC topic. Children’s names should be clear, as well as titles and explanations of what is on 
display. 
 
Purposes: 

 

 To acknowledge learning well done. 

 To stimulate interest and arouse curiosity. 

 To create an attractive work area. 

 To support learning. 
 
Planning 
 
Planning is adapted in and between lesson (as well as across subjects) as a result of the needs of learners 
and teacher assessment. Teachers have flexibility in their planning format to allow them to cater to the 
needs of their class. 
 
The following plans are required: - 
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 Termly plans for each curriculum area, clearly indicating learning objectives. 
 

 Topic webs in the Early Years. 
 

 IPC unit maps for Years 1 – 6. 
 

 Weekly plans outlining: 
o Learning objectives 
o Teaching 
o Relevant content and activities 
o Organisation  
o Differentiation with named pupils for support and extension 
o Use of Teaching Assistants and focus groups 

 
National Curriculum programmes of study, IPC unit plans, school and LA policies assist planning. 
 
A balance of long and short term activities should be planned which enable the children to learn 
independently and the teacher to focus on a specific group or individual. 
 
It is vital that children learn purposefully, completing activities in a reasonable time with an aim to 
becoming masters in all subjects. 
 
The Leadership team will periodically call in plans in order to monitor. 
 
DEVELOPING INDEPENDENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Children should be encouraged to: - 
 

 Value their learning and take a pride in its presentation. 
 

 Achieve a high personal standard. 
 

 Develop success criteria to assess their own work and set targets to achieve. 
 

 Independently research information for topics and own personal areas of interest. 
 

 Choose constructively what to do next when their work has been completed taking ownership of  
   next steps and challenges whenever possible.  
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 Be responsible for keeping a record of some areas of learning they have covered, e.g. books read 
tasks completed. 

 

 Be responsible for caring for the classroom and other areas which they use within school, e.g. the  
           library. 
 

 Be able to learn collaboratively sharing and co-operating with others. 
 

 In Year 5 and Year 6, children are offered the opportunity to have responsibilities through the 
school. This include playground buddies, officer monitors and assembly support. 

 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
All children are given equal opportunities to develop their full potential. 
 
It is important to promote a child’s individuality within a multi-cultural society. 
 
Please see relevant policies for further details: Early Help and Child Protection, Equal Opportunities, SEN, 
PSHE and Citizenship. 
 
 
Signed by: 
 
Chair of Governors: ………………………………………………………………  Date: ………………………… 
 
Headteacher: ………………………………………………………………..………    Date: ………………………… 
 
Approved at the Governing Body Meeting on:  
 
Minute reference: 
 
 
Policy reviewed June 2019 
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